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THE COMMENTATOR : 


OR 
auipe fo the intelligent compre- 
lhension, and pious use, of the 
Liruney. 


Wo. 1 —The General Confession. 


Tuere is no subject in religion 
incerning which there is a more 
Bneral agreement among Christians 
fen that which now presents itself 

our attention, —“ the humble con- 

ion of our sins to Almighly 
od.” Thisis a duty recommen- 

I by the example of holy men in 
ages of the world, and by the 

itive precepts of Scripture. “ We 

fesed our sins unto the Lord, and 
forgave the iniquity of our sin. 

s has been the religious experi- 

of Moses, Abraham, David, 
Prophets, the Apostles, and the 
Menitive Christians. In the Book 

Numbers (v. 5, 6) the Lord him- 
m speaks, saying, “ when a man or 
man shall commit any sin, to tres- 

$s against the Lord, and that per- 
be guilty; then shall they con- 
their sin which they have com- 
ted.” Andin the Book of Ezra, 
ere it is recorded that the people 
wickedly violated the divine 
imandment, this is the injunction 
jupon them, (x. ii.) “Now, 
efore, make Confession unto the 
d God of your Fathers, and do 
me Pleasure.” 

isely then has the Church or- 
i that when we meet together 
ou I. No, IIL 9 


to present our united tribute of Pray- 
er and Praise to the Father of mer- 
cies and God of all consolation, we 
should first deplore our unworthi- 
ness at his footstool, by making an 
open and sincere confession of our 
manifold sins and wickedness. 


The first sentence in the Genera] 
Confessiou, contains a solemn ad- 
dress to God, in language well calcu- 
lated to inspire us with awe, and at 
the same time to encourage our devo- 
tions :—“ Almighty and most mer- 
ciful Father.”—In the first words of 
this address, we make a public ac- 
knowledgement of the greatness of 
the Being against whom we have 
sinned. It denotes the absolute sove- 
reignty and. dominion of God, both 
in heaven and on earth, and his in- 
finite power to do all his pleasure. 
This must be a fearful attribute of 
the Deity to the impenitent sinner. 
It effectually destroys all his expec- 
tation of escaping the punishment 
due to his transgressions. An attri- 
bute like this, is calculated to fill us 
with reverence and awe, but it should 
not drive us to despair, for to the 
penitent transgressor, the power of 
Ged is always tempered with mercy. 
The Church, therefore, teaches us to 
address him as our “mm st merciful 
Father.” The idea of the almighty 
power of God, is calculated to ex- 
cite in us a salutary fear of his an- 
ger, while the thought of his mercy 
tends to inspire us with confidence, 
and melt us to gratitude and love. 
The former reminds us of the dan- 
ger of persevering in our disobedi- 
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ence; the latter fills us with a com- 
fortable hope of being received into 
favour upon our sincere repentance. 
And though the omnipotence of God 
might terrify us from his presence, 
yet his mercy invites us to return, 
and confess our sins with contrite 
hearts. We are also taught in this 
address to invoke God by the en- 
dearing appellation of “Father ;” and 
we are encouraged to do so by the 
authority of the Saviour himself, in 
the form of Prayer dictated to his 
disciples. This os of the address 
leads us to consider God as the au- 
thor and preserver of our being; and 
above all, as our Falher by Redemp- 
tion, having begotten us again unto 
a lively hope, in Christ Jesus, and 
made us accepted in the beloved.” 

We may here remark, that in all 
her Prayers the Church has manifes- 
ted her wisdom and piety by prefa- 
cing them with such titles and attri 
butes of God, as are most proper for 
the petitions which follow them, and 
most likely to excite in us the affec- 
tions. which: correspond with our ad- 
dresses: to the-throne of grace. 

After the solemn address which 
has been noticed, we proceed to an 
open confession of our unworthiness 
in the sight of God :—“‘ We have 
erred and strayed from thy mays 
like lost sheep.” It is not possible 
that our ignorance and wanderings 
could be described in more appro- 
priate and expressive language than 
that which the Church has here 
adopted. It is the true expression 
of our real state and character, and 
in the very language of the Holy 
Spirit, “TIT have gone astray like 
a lost sheep. (Ps. cxix. 176.) Al! 
we, like sheep, have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own 
way.” (Is. liii. 6.)—The servants 
of God are often spoken of in scrip- 
ture under this figure. Thus David 
says, (Ps. c. 2.) “ We are his peo- 
ple, and the sheep of his pasture.” 
And God is accordingly called their 
Shepherd. “ The Lord is my shep- 
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herd.” (Ps. xxiii. 1.)—The nature | : 

of our alienation from God is such, fam *e gree 
and such is our natural indisposition and prot 
to return to him, that were not the Sa & the sins 
viour to seek and recover us, by the The Chi 
ministry of his word ,and the agency of | and inst 
the divine Spirit, we should continue § ment it | 
to wander further and further from the lowed lo 


path of duty, till we perished in our sires of | 



















iniquity. We are justly compared, This | 
therefore, to lost sheep. No animal § © when col 
is more apt to stray than this, ualess | which P 
constantly under the Shepherd’s eye: yy Very St" 
so we also, while eagerly feeding on | > of God | 
the vanities of the world, constantly | dead to 
stray onward regardless whether we fuemeCaY; wh 
be right or wrong; and easily fall broad pa 
into temptations and snares. But to 7 pee If 
understand the full force of this fig working: 
ure, it must be considered that sheep om a 





were peculiarly liable to stray, and | a 
peculiarly subject’ to danger, im the’ a 
open countries of the East, which’ 
were full of wild beasts. Such a 
“oreat and terrivle wilderness” is this” 
world ; where the Devil, “ as a roar- 
ing lion, goes about seeking whom 
he may devour.” Alas! how fre 

quently do we, like erring sheep, ~ 

forsake the sae fold, the pure streams, 
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and the green pasture, which God ie ag 
hath provided for us, and wander in| panes 
to the dry and barren wilderness, © aes } 
where we want all true comfort, and that the 
are exposed to a thousand dangers: confess “ 


What abundant cause. then, have we 
to be humble, when we reflect ot 
our vain and erring conduct, an¢ 
come forward to make our confess |_| 
sion at the divine foot-stool! Bu' Pehould fe 
are we really humble? Are we truly 
sensible of the evil of our doings'” 


Or do we adopt the words of thi f the bl 
(onfession as a mere matter of form onduct | 
Let us beware of imposing up) Ehall ear; 
ourselves in so solemn a matter, 457 L 
well as of the greater sin of hypoc/ ee n the e 
risy 5 lest being hardened in our in 7@ hurch, 
quity we perish, and that without “Bion we n 
remedy. “We good, ; 

But wiry is it that we are compel may perf 
led to make this humiliating confes) fy is by tl 
sion? Why is it that we “have le ed devices 
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the green pastures “ of God’s word 
and promises, to feed on husks ?” 
.Sa. We the sins and follies of the world? 
the fae Lhe Church points us to the cause, 
and instructs us to confess and la- 
ment it before God: “ We have fol- 
s the me lomed too much the devices and de- 
= sires of our own hearts.” 
This sentence of the confession, 
when considered in relation to that 































jimal eee 
aless | which precedes it, intimates to us a 
‘eye: very striking contrast. The ways 
1g on of God from which we have strayed, 
antly Head to life eternal; and our own 
r we RtPaY, which we have followed, is the 
fall Hbroad path which leadeth to destruc- 
ut to tion. If we attentively observe the 
s fic. a vorkings of our minds, and survey 
sheep ithe tenor of our past lives, we shall 
and | mmnave the fullest reason to assent to 
» the Oa hat humiliating representation of the 
vhich  vtuman heart which is given in the 
| h ae ioly Scriptures:—“ From within, 
“ this peut of the heart of men, proceed 
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornication, 
‘Foal wnurders, thefts, covetousness, wick- 
sa ' Yedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 
'e ‘eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.” 
ai ile who made this declaration knew 
Calms; vhat was in man: and it is under a 
1 God Bull sense of the original depravity 
ler in- sof our nature, as well as in consid- 
PneSS_ #ration of our actual transgressions, 
t, ant @hat the Church has taught us to 
ngers’ confess “ we have followed too much 
Wwe We" ‘Bhe devices and desires of our own 
act OL hearts.” But merely to acknow- 
t, and edge this with our lips, will not be 
gees Mufficient. It is necessary that we 
Bu “should feel what we say. We must 
e truly e conyinced that our nature is de- 
oings - raved, before we shall seek the aids 
of this ef the blessed spirit; and that our 
f form | Yeonduct has been wrong, before we 
4 ag ~ Shall earnestly set about an amend- 

er, & is 


ment. Let us beseech God, then, 
hyp) "Gin the excellent language of the 
pur | whurch, “ that by kis holy inspira- 
withou! Bion we may think those things that 
=e good, and by his merciful guiding 
ay perform the same.” 

It is by thus following our own wick- 
d devices and desires that we fall into 


compel 
conies|~ 
ave lell 
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actual sin. This St. John defines to 
be the “ transgression of the law of 
God.”” And accordingly we are 
taught to proceed to the acknowledg- 
ment of our positive guilt ;—“ We 
have offended against thy holy 
laws.”’ 

These words may be appropria- 
ted by all men, whatever may be 
their situation, er circumstances in 
life. “ All have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.” “Ii 
we say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
inus.” * There is no man that liv- 
eth and sinneth not.” A considera- 
tion of the sovereign and righteous 
authority of the great Being whose 
laws we have violated, ought to fill 
us with deep humility and awe in his 
presence, But that a dread of his 
anger, and his almighty power may 
not deter us from approaching him, 
he has revealed himself to us ona 
throne of grace; and, through the 
meritorious atonement and interces- 
sion of his Son, encourages us to 
draw near to him, as to our ‘ most 
merciful Father.” 

Our offences against the laws of 
God, consist of sins of omission, and 
of commission. After the general 
acknowledgment of our transgres- 
sions, we are instructed to proceed 
in our Confession ; “ We have left 
undone those things which we ought 
do have done, and we have done 
those things which we ought nol to 
have done.” 

These words contain a full ac- 
knowledgment of the manifold sins 
and wickedness with which we stand 
justly charged. We first confess 
our neglect of duty. Wilfully to 
omit the performance of what God 
has positively required of us, may 
be no less criminal in his sight than 
actually to do what he has expressly 
forbidden us. ‘Thus saith the Lord, 
(Ps. Ixxxix. 32) “If they keep not 
my commandments, then will I visit 
their transgressions with the rod, 
and their iniquity with stripes.’ 
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This consideration ought to lead us 
to a careful review of our past lives, 
that we may perceive in what res- 
pects we have neglected to perform 
our duty, and humbly confess and la- 
ment the same before God And in 
doing this, let us not judge of our 
deficiences by any rule which fash- 
ion may have prescribed, or by any 
standard which mere human wisdom 
may have recommended. For as 
the latter is certain to be fallible, so 
is the former sure to be flattering 
and false. Let us examine ourse‘ves 
by the perfect law of God, and judge 
ourselves now, that we be not judg- 
ed of the Lord, in the great day of 
account. In the following injunc- 
tioas of scripture, both the objects 
and the measure of our religious af 
fections are fully summed up and de- 
fined :—“ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind: and 
thy neigitbour as thyself.’ Alas! 
how widely have we departed from 
this perfect standard! Who of us 
have exercised that love to God 
which it requires ! Have we not all 
often withheld our best affections 
from him who is most worthy of 
them, and lavished them upon base 
and inferior objects? Have we not 
suffered the world, its vanities, its 
pleasures, its riches, and its honours, 
to entangle our minds and captivate 
our hearts? Neither have our feel- 
ings, nor our conduct towards our 
neighbours been always such as we 
would have wished them to have ex- 
ercised towards us. Although the 
rule by which our conduct should be 
regulated, is lodged in our own bo- 
soms, yet we must all be conscious 
to ourselves, that our corrupt pas- 
sions and selfish feelings, have too 
often led us to violate its injunctions. 
But besides having come short of 
the duties which we owe to God and 
our neighbour, we have also failed 
in our duty to ourselves. We are 
bound, by the divine law, to keep 
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Marcn, 18! 
our bodies in temperance, soberness, bee 
and chastity : ‘To crucify the flesh, Le 
with the affections and lusts.” But the: 
have we always done so? Rather tra 
have not angry passions too often fess 
ruffled our breasts and disturbed con 
those about us: And have not our exal 
minds been too often defiled with war 
pride, or unbelief; with revengetul FW hea 
thoughts or unholy desires ? If we 9% the. 
could bring all our negligencies and in j 
deficiencies ino one point of view; 7%) whil 
if we could be sensible in how small WW lame 
a degree the love of God has the We befo 
pre-eminence in our souls ; how sel- oe clea 
dom our regard to our neighbour has fault 
come up to the measure which the 7% whet 
scriptures require; and how often 77 fessi 
we have neglected to restrain the im- 7 since 
petuosity of our passions, and to 7) ours 
chasten our unhallowed thoughts, we 7% subs. 
should be filled with self-abasement 77 ally : 
at the divine footstool, and unite in ~ ¥whic 
heart and voice in this confession ; comt 


“we have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done.” | 

The law of God, while it com.’ 
mands some things, forbids others, ” 
Indeed, the same law that commands © 
any thing, implicitly forbids the con 





trary. We are, therefore, taught to 

confess our posiive transgressions, a 

as well as our sins of omission :— $i 

“ We have done those things which ~ five t 
we ought not to have done.” When ‘and d 
we measure our conduct by the bare the C 
letter of the law, we must allac  —¥ ane 
knowledge ourselves to be transgres = Th 
sors. But when we come to test our he di 


internal thoughts and affections by > 
the spirit of the law, “ who can tell 17 
how oft he offendeth?” To violate © 
God’s holy Sabbaths—to prophane 
his hallowed name—to dishonour out 7% 
parents—to cherish envy, malice, © 
and revenge—to defraud—to slam 7 
der our neighbours or pursue our pr 
vate interests with a view to his in- 7 
jury; these are crimes of the black. > ' 
est dye. We hope few men are guil- 

ty of them all. But we are com 
strained to fear that all of us have 
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yerness, been chargeable with some of them. 
1 flesh, Let us not suppose, however, that 
” But these constitute the entire sum of our 
Rather 7) transgressions. Let us humbly con- 


yo Often 


fess the secret sins, which have been 


isturbed 7) confined within our bosoms. Let us 
not our examine ourselves, and test the in- 
ed with §9% ward thoughts and affections of our 
vengetul (7 hearts by that spiritual exposition of 
P If we 8 the moral law, given by the Saviour, 
cies and |) in his sermon on the mount; and 
f view; | while we humbly acknowledge and 
w small 79% lament our outward transgressions 
has the 9% before God, let us also add, “O 
how sel- 7) cleanse thou me from my secret 
bour has |» faults.’”? And in order to determine 


hich the 7 


ww often 
n the im- 


, and “a 


ights, we 
basement i 


unite in” 


nfession ; 


wuether our humiliations, and con- 


S fessions at the divine footstool, be 












‘sincere or heartless, we must judge 
' ourselves In a great measure, by our 
> subsequent conduct. If we habitu- 

if ally strive to abstain from those sins 
4 which we are conscious that we have 
committed, and profess to deplore, 


se things 9 we may be satisfied of the reality 
23 
















ne. a ‘of our existence: but if we return 
it com again to our former practices and in- 
s others, —“dulgencies, we may well distrust our 
ommands 4 pincerity, and be alarmed at our state. 
s; the con a, He who has proceeded thus far, 
taught t0' gn the general Confession, with a full 
gressions, | Mind humbling sense of all his omis- 
ission:— sions of duty, as well as of his posi- 
ngs which tive transgressions, by thought, word 
> When and deed, will be ready to join with 
y the bare the Church in the following words : 
ist all ac #* And there is no health in us.” 
transgres 4 The Scriptures frequently set forth 
to test our athe disorders and distempers of the 
ctions by “mind, by the maladies and diseases 


1o can tell pf the body. And consonant to this 
’o violate gnode of expression, the words now 
prophane "ender consideration, obviously refer 
,onour out ato the state of the danke to the state 
y, malice, a bof our hearts and affections towards 
—to slam] xod, and in relation to spiritual 
ue our pri hings. They import that our souls 
‘to his in ))gmre naturally depraved, and rendered 
the black: still more diseased by our sinful prac- 
nare guil- ices; that we are “far gone from 
e are col a riginal righteousness,” and that we 


f us have 


have no power, independent of di- 
vine assistance, either to cure the 
mental diseases with which we are 
afilicted, or to prevent the attacks of 
future ones. Such a consideration 
should lead us to that spiritual Phy- 
sician, who alone understands our 
case, and has power to heal all the 
maladies of the soul. With him 
there is balm to cure the wounded 
spirit: with him there is mercy to 
pardon our guilt, grace to strengthen 
our weakness, and the influence of 
the holy spirit to inspire us with di- 
vine life, and to sanctify our hearts. 

In this part of the general Con- 
fession, it is the design of the Church 
to excite in us a deep sense of our 
manifold transgressions; to inspire 
us with a sincere sorrow and contri- 
tion for them; and to lead us to an 
humble and penitential confession 
of our guiit. She then intimates to 
us that misery ts the proper object 
of. mercy, and that the forgiveness 
of the penitent is the peculiar pre- 
rogative of God, through the atone- 
ment and intercession of his Sen. 
And after having touched our hearts 
with a lively sense of our guilt and 
misery, she now conducts us to him 
who is able to deliver us from its 
thraldom, and from the punishment 
which is due to it: “* But thou, O 
Lord, have mercy upon us, misera- 
ble offenders.” 

In these words we deplore the di- 
vine wrath which we have deserved, 
and supplicate the divine mercy 
which we need. The motive which 
leads us to ask for mercy, is our own 
misery, but the only foundation upon 
which we can ground our hopes must 
be the sufficiency of Christ. The 
gospel Covenant guarantees a free 
pardon to all who put their trust in 
his atoning blood * Whosoever be- 
leiveth im him shall have remission 
of sins.” (Acts x. 43 ) 

The following clause, contains a 
further deprecation of the just judg- 
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ments of God which our sins de- 
serve :— Spare thou those, O God, 
who confess their faults.” 

These words express the appre- 
hensions and desires of a sinner fully 
convinced of his demerits ; and the 
supplication is warranted by the 
sure guarantee of the divine Cove- 
nant: ‘‘ If we confess our sins, God 
is faithful and Just to forgive us our 
sins.” (1 John i. 9.) “He that 
confesseth and forsaketh his sins shall 
find mercy.” (Prov. xxviii, 13.) 
There is, however, an impertant dif- 
ference between the mere confession 
of the lip, and the real humility of 
the heart. The reiterated confes- 
sion is but a solemn mockery in the 
mouths of those who use it without 
thought, or as a mere matter of 
form. It is the language of a heart 
deeply sensible of the enormity of 
sin, fully aware of its awful conse- 
quences, and earnestly desirous of 
being delivered from its dominion 
and its punishment. Such a heart 
will earnestly seek to be recovered 
from its errors. and its wanderings, 
and to be reinstated in the divine fa- 
vour; and with renewed ardor. will 
appropriate the additional supplica- 
tion, “ Reslore theu those who are 
penetent.” 

In the former petition, we prayed 
to be delivered from the punishment 
of sin : In this we pray to be restored 
from its pollutions. It is as though 
we should say, * Restore us, gra- 
cious Lord, to the light that sin has 
deprived us of, and to thy favour 
which we have justly forfeited by 
our numberless transgressions : res- 
tore the faculties of our minds, our 
reason, our understanding, and our 
wills—from their present depraved 
state, to some degree of that perfec- 
tion for which they were originally 
designed: restore both our souls 
and bodies from being instruments 
of sin, to be instruments of holiness, 
and means of promoting thy glory.” 
We are not indeed to expect an en- 
tire renovation of our nature to its 
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primitive purity while in this life 
but we may expect, and humbly pray 
for, such a renovation as may “ make 
us men to be partakers of the inher 
itance of the Saints in light.” [im 
the former petition, we sought deli 
verance from the punishment of sigh 
on account of our sincere conf 
sion. In this, we ask to be free 
from its pollutions, on the ground ¢ 
our penitence. But we are not 
imagine that our confessions or o 
penitence give us any meritoriog 
claim to forgiveness and restoratiq 
to the favour of God. These agg 
necessary Conditions, on the faithiy 
performance of which, God vouci 
safes to extend his mercy to w 
through the merits of his Son. [ 
is through him alone that we hag 
access to the Father, and all our pe 
titions must be offered in his nanf 
Accordingly, the Church directs § 
to the promises of God, in Chris 
as the foundation of a!l our hop) 
and expectations of mercy, and © 
rects us to ask for pardon and ren 
vation, as well as for every oth? 
blessing, solely on these ground” 
** According to thy promises, decla” 
ed unto mankind, in Christ Jen” 
our Lord.” 
In this way, and according | 
these promises, the humblest pet ¢ 
tent, in his daily supplications at t 
throne of grace, is taught to se | 
forgiveness of his sins, and the ret g 
vation of his nature ; that being © 
deemed from all iniquity, he na 
be brought into the liberty of 0 
children of God. In making thej 
reiterated petitions for pardonit) 
grace, the essential requisites on 0% 
part, are contrition and sincerity~ 
It is to be feared that there are maiq 
who wish to be delivered from gm 
dreadful consequences of sin in tg 
world to come, who yet feel little" 
al sorrow for it, and seldom mai 
fest a sincere des: ie of being delivé 
ed from the guilt and power of | 
here. But it is necessary that" 
should feel sin to be a burthen; “% 
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» fully persuaded that the guilt of We have thus taken a minute view 
unless pardoned here, will be ru- of this general Confession which the 
ous to us hereafter. It is necessa- piety of the Church has provided 
that we should apply to the mer- for us. We cannot help admiring, 
of Christ for pardon, and wait by _ its propriety and excellency ; its ex- 
ith for the blessings of his redemp- act conformity to the language and 
Mon. And though the best right- spirit of the Scriptures, and its suita- 
usness we can render may becom _ bleness to our condition as sinners, 
red to filthy rags, yet we should and supplicants at the throne of 


in this life 
humbly pray 
may “ make 
of the inher 
 Jight.” [am 
sought deli 
nment of sil 
ncere confe 


-to be free ‘ PE > 7 

the ground ¢ as anxious to maintain a life and grace. May the examination which 
ve are not MEO crsation worthy of our high we have given it, lead us all to a ful- 
witniae tik ane ling, as if our everlasting welfare ler view of the import of the con- 


tpended solely upon our own mer- fessions and supplications which it 
. Hence it is, that in addition to contains, and dispose us to use it 
r sapplications for pardon, anda _ with “an humble, lowly, penitent 
ritual restoration to the divine fa- and obedient heart, to the end that 
r through the Redeemer, we are we may obtain forgiveness of our 
ght to continue our petitions,in sins, through the infinite mercy and 
following words: “4nd grant, goodness of God,” 
most merciful Falher, for his 
re, thal we may hereafler live a 6 BO«-- 
‘1 his nami ly, righleous, and sober life ; 
‘ch directs the glory of thy holy name, For the Churchman’s Magazines 
° ‘1, ae nen. 
oe he desire of reformation, and : aah: Aiays. 
ercy, and « endment of life, is the great cri- No. Il. 
Jon and rewammeee of a sincere confession, and As some places above others are 
every thi evangelical repentance. A loud consecrated by the especial presence 
ese gr ound ostentatious profession of reli- of God, so are some seasons render- 
mises, declan? or an attachment to the most ed more holy than others, because in 
Christ Jeu’ odox creeds, will avail us no- them God hath manifested his prov- 
ig, without a holy and consistent dence over us in a particular or re- 
duct. St.Paul hassummedupall markable manner. Such was the 
actical Christianity, in teaching us Passover among the Jews, and such 
Bic. a godly, righteous, and so- are Christmas, Epiphany and othe: 
aught to sé palit mg exercising all piety boly-days observed in our Church. 
and the rei gam) in our services towards They are, as I before remarked, dis- 
as being i F righteously, in all honesty, tinguished from common time, and 
yuity, he me “ys re guide with our neigh- set apart and sanctified, by that au- 
liberty of damm Pyyees y. governing ourselves, thority with which Jesus Christ hath 
making the by mentee modesty, and entrusted the officers of his Church. 
for pardonitl te at with great propriety He declared to those holy men whona 
quisites on gam or ai has introduced this he first commissioned as the stew- 
d sincerity das into her Liturgy, at ards of his mysteries. as the minis- 
there are mtg. ms of the general Con- ters of his grace, and his deputies on 
ered from game P 1s impossible that the earth; and, through them, to all 
s of sin inte a * duties could be expres- others who have since regularly suc- 
et feel little iam roby: better, or plainer ceeded to their offices ; that he would 
sitities a itis a main end of all be with them even unto the end of 
f being deliv divine "a ant mpprisap ns at the world, and that whatsoever they 
rd power of Giiieg otstool, that we may be should bind on earth, should be 
to perform these duties with bound in heaven, and whatsoever- 


essary that "Sle and ; 7 
. burthen; am nd increased fidelity. they should loose on earth, should be 
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loosed in heaven. All this surely 
implies that he will respect their de- 
cisions, when consonant with reason 
and scripture ; and that he has dele- 
gated to them the power of at least 
regulating the worship and practice 
of his followers, as well in things in- 
different, as in things expressly com- 
manded. ‘To prove this authority, 
many texts and arguments incontro- 
vertible might be here adduced ; but 
they would lead me too far into dis- 
cussions concerning Ecclesiastical 
Polity. My design at present is not 
to enter into learned and elaborate 
discourses of Church Government ; 
but to embody in this and some suc- 
ceeding Essays, such casual and de- 
sultory observations upon holy-days, 
as may be suggested at the moment 
of writing. 

In this Number I shall briefly con- 
sider and answer some of the objec- 
tions which have been urged against 
the imposition and public observ- 
ance of any sucl: days in the Church. 
Among these are the following : 

Ohject. 1. All days are alike with 
God : he regardeth the heart only ; 
and if that be right before him con- 
tinually, as it ought to be, it must 
certainly be a matter of indifference 
whether we submit to external forms 
and ceremonies, or not 

2. St. Paul tells us not to let ano- 
ther jndge us in respect of an holy- 
day, &c. 

3. It would bring us again into 
bondage, depriving us of the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free. 

4. Christ blamed the Jews for be- 
ing particular to keep with strictness 
their numerous festivals and fasts. 

5. It is a relic of Popery as well 
as of Judaism. 

Such are the most prominent ob- 


jections to our holy-days, which at 


this moment occur to my mind. And 
weak indeed must be the weapons 
of those who impugn this part of our 
Liturgy, if they cannot bring to the 
attack arguments better founded and 
of greater validity. 
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1. To the first of the above argued 
ments, I shall reply in very fey 
words. This same mode of reason) 
ing would, with equal facility, de™ 


ere 
he @ 
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stroy the holy Sabbath, and defen(! thris 
the Quakers in all their etrors. Jf bis fa 
would as logically subvert the whol henide 
Church, as banish its holy-days hat ( 
For it beara as strongly against thé ‘atho 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lordy ne vs 
Supper, and against every possible MB atare 
mode of public worship, as againg @ ;.,, 
the subject in dispute. But withoy! le ae 


these there is no Church. This a 
gument, therefore, proves too much), 
in other words, nothing at all. 
Here I would be permitted to mm 
mark by the way, that whateva 
view we take of this argument. 4 
shall find it as dangerous to the sou 7 
as it is destitute of all truth. M@ 
doubt many a lukewarm professor ¢| 
religion has taken shelter under i 4 
and lulled himself into a false sea” 
curity. For he would reason thus 
“ If my heart be right in the sight 
God, I shall be as acceptable to his * 
when worshipping in the silence; — 
thought,or when offering up my pra_ 
ers from the retirement of my closé 
as when, like the Pharisee, I mai 
much ado in public, and publish: 7 
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the world my piety and zeal.” I & on. 
forgets or disregards the precep) 9) 

gets or , alous' 
that his light should shine befr 4. : 
Re asona 

men, that he should assemble wi © netity 
the saints, that he should on all « 3. al 
casions openly confess Christ, oa lesleing 
zealously espouse his cause. “ ie tho the 
cause thou art lukewarm,” saith © ‘ie 
Lord, “ I wiil spue thee out of ee rts of 
mouth.” Thousands who hare @e dite 
speculative belief in Jesus Chri® hristia 
and are exempiarv in the morality? 06 of 

een! 
their lives, but who have not seen” ensable 


to unite with the Christian comm] on J 


nity, make this argument the gre , 
which 
shield of their defence. By mei] Dt is the 
of it, they console themselves WH, . 
Weewish t 
the comfortable but fallacious ho ot hid 
that they belong, if not to the % mental 


ble, yet to the invisible Church, # 


Wal wa: 
are as much the ‘objects of 07 4 
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ove argimercy, as if they had submitted to accordingly represented as having 
very few @ie external, and, as they are pleas- blotted it out, taken it out of the 
of reason to term them, the unimportant way, and nailed it-to his cross.—- 
cility, dej% eremonies, by which every true Such is the true statement and scope 
nd defend ‘hristian makes public profession of of the argument. Let us be cautious 
‘trors. li @his faith. They are industrious to about wresting the Sacred Scriptures 
the whok@Meceive themselves; not reflecting into meanings which the inspired 
holy-days@@@hat Christ instituted but “« one holy penmen evidently never intended, 
gainst thi atholic Church” on earth, and that Would controversialists pay but a 
the Lordy Bne visible ; it being so from the very due attention to what is called the 
y possible Mature and constitution of it; having Historical Sense of the Holy Wri- 
aS agaile Wisihle officers to govern it, and visi- tings, we should have less misrep- 
p/e ceremonies by which it may be resentation, less scangal, and less 

This &Wistinguished from other societies. schism in the Church. 


too much; iy they are unnecessarily without the 3. In reply to the assertion, that 
all. Wale of this Church, whatever they the public observance of holy-days 


tted to ay think of their hearts, they are would deprive us of Christian liber- 

whatevay ndoubtedly aliens from the com- ty; | would ask, what is the bon- 
umMent, VR onwelth of Israel. and out of the dage from which we have been de- 
othe sol@iovenant of God’s mercy which is liverd by Christ, and what is the na- 
ruth. MB, Christ Jesus. Thus we can see ture of christian liberty 1 If by the 
professor © e sweeping force of this first argu- advent of the Messiah, we were 

under \Mument, and the prejudicial effect of freed from the necessity of worship- 
false sea” a tempting to spiritualize every thing ping God, and acknowledging him 
ason thu) matters of religion. before the world, then this might 
the sight @@ But to return, and take up the truly be accounted an infringement 
able to hit Wonsideration of the second argu- of our liberty. But the bondage, 
silence ent from the shackles of which Christ 
Pp MY Pee 2. When St. Paul tells us “ not to released us. was the bondage of sin, 
“my clos Met another judge us in respect of an and the bondage of worshipping by 
ee, I ni ly-day,” he ‘is very far from in- innumerable typical ceremonies, the 
publish! Binding to create divisions end dis- full impert of which was not under- 
zeal.” I Me rbances in the Church, or to excite stood. It was the bondage of the 
e precep alousy and opposition against the Law, by which God was known on- 
ine belo basonable requirements of lawfully ly as a God of justice and terror ; 
emble Wi “Bbnstituted ecclesiastical authority. by which his people were kept in 
1 on all © 3i;. only object was to warn the Co- continual fear and trembling ; and by 








vhrist, @ Bssians against Judaizing teachers, which every one guilty of the least 
a B 9H 10 then abounded in their city, and transgression, was subjected to his 
? saith Oi lrenuously endeavoured, by all the wrath and vengeance. But under 
out Of "Sts of sophistry, to persuade them the happier dispensation of latter 
‘ho have D unite with the ceremonies of the times, it is not so. God be praised 
sus Chi PE hristian worship, the close observ- that he hath now revealed himself 
ce Were of the Hebrew ritual, as indis- unto us as a God of mercy By the 
» not sec es 


ensable to the a'tainment of salva- mighty power of Clirist, the galling 
mon. Itisthis false doctrine alone, yoke hath been broken from our 
which the Apostle here alludes. necks, and “ the service of God :s 
tis the Jewish holy-days and the perfect freed .m.” Surely, Chris- 
ewish teachers whom he opposes ; tians are to consider ita high and 
:gumot the Christian. The Jewish cer- sacred privilege, that shey are al- 
so the "@ monial law, being altogether typi- lowed to approach the Majesty o! 
Charen al_ was abolished by the coming of Heaven, with their petitions and 
ts of GM he anti-type, Jesus Christ; who is thanksgivings, free from those se- 
Vou. U; 10 
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vere restraints and judicial terrors, 
which kept the Jews at an awful dis- 
tance. Does this glorious privilege 
then, become a bondage, when the 
Church in her wisdom provides for 
the more frequent enjoyment of it? 
when besides the Sundays, we are 
called upon, perhaps three or four 
days in the ‘month, to assemble to- 
gether in the Divine presence ?— 
W ould not the Christian rather deem 
this an enlargement of the privilege, 
and as suchseek it with eagerness, 
and enjoy it with gratitude? Even 
if our Holy days were more nume- 
rous than the Sundays, no one zeal- 
ous for the honour of his God, would 
say that we paid him too much wor- 


ship, or that we devoted too much of 


our time and attention to his service. 
To retire from the bustle, the cares 
and the distraction of the world, to 
the heavenly peace of the sanctuary ; 
to relinquish for a few passing mo- 
ments, all our secular concerns; to 
meet with our brethren, at suitable 
seasons, forty or filty times a year, 
in the hallowed courts of the Lord, 


and unitedly offer up the incense of 


prayer and praise to-Him “ in whom 
we live and move, and have our be 
ing,” is far other than a bondage, or 
it is a joyful one, to those who have 
a due sense of their solemn dedica- 
tion of themselves, * to serve the 
Lord their God all the days of their 
life: especially when they likewise 
reflect, that it was a custom estab- 
lished among the early christians, 
that it is a reasonable and pious 
practice, well pleasing to God, and 
may be an effectual means to obtain 
from Him blessings, both spiritual 
and temporal. 

4. The Law was in full force tll 
after our Saviour’s Ascension. All 
its types being then completely ful- 
filled, it was consequently abolish- 
ed; and thenceforth commenced the 
reign of grace. or the kingdom of 
heaven on earth. Accordingly we 


see that Jesus Christ during his min- 
istry, never once violated the law, 


nor advised others to do it. On th 
contrary, his obedience was perfect, 
It is true he often reproached the 
Pharisees ; but for what ?—for strict. 
ly keeping all parts of the Law, 
even every jot and tittle of it? No: 
It was for the want of this obedi. 
ence. It was for grossly viol: iting 
the Law ; hypocritically serviny 
God, by performing the ceremonic 
merely for the sake of ostenta'iog 
and human applause ; approachin; 
him with their lips, but keeping they 
hearts far from him. It was the siz 
of hypocrisy for which he reprove 
them ; and for the same sin shall w: 
be equally subject to his displeasure 
even when celebrating the Lord 
Supper, or performing the most in 
portant parts of the Christian wor 
ship. 

5. ‘The observance of Holy-day 
is as much a relick of popery, or ¢ 
Judaism, as is the observance of Sup 
day. It prevailed in the Churd 
long before such a being as * Ph 
Lord God The Pope” was in exi 
tence. Yet even supposing it & 
have been of Popish origin ; are w 
to be so swayed by prejudice, as 
reject indiscriminately y the good wi 
the bad? Are we to avoid and dep 
recate a very useful and pious cw: 
tom, merely because it is the custor 
of the Romanists, or even of th 
Mahometans ? Fas est doceri @ 
hoste.—As to the affinity imagine: 
to exist between our Holy- days an 
the Jewish, there is no more ot 
than there is between “ Philip th 
Apostle, and Philip the Macedonia 
king.” They were instituted on di 
ferent occasions, and for very di 
ferent purposes. 

I shall now close with an extrat 
from a great writer, who speakitl 
of Festivals and Fasts, says 

‘© Our life is a mixture of goo 
with evil. When we are_partaker 
of good things, we joy ; neither cal 
we but erieve at the contrary. | 
that befal us which maketh glad, ou 
festival soleninities declare our !? 
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joicing to be in Him whose mere un- 


qeserved mercy is the author of all 
happiness ; if any thing be either 
jominent or present which we shun, 
ur watchings, fastings, cries, and 
tears, are unfeigned testimonies that 
Ourselves we condemn as the only 
@auses of our own misery, and do 
ll acknowledge Him no less inclina- 
le than all to save. And because as 
the memory of the une, though past, 
feneweth gladness; so the other, 
@alled again to mind, doth make the 
Wound of our just remorse to bleed 
anew; which wound needeth often 
touching the more, for that we are 
fenerally more apt to calender saints 
‘.. sinners’ days; therefore, there 
ig in the church a care not to iterate 
the one alone, but to have frequent 
Fepetition of the other. Never to 
seek God saving only when either 
the crih or the whip doth constrain, 
Were brutish servility, and a great 
dérovation to the worth of that which 
iSmost predominant in man, if some- 
times it had not a kind of voluntary 
@cess to God, and of conference, as 
if were, with God, all these inferior 
¢@nsiderations laid aside.” 
| LATIMER. 
aNew-Haven, Feb. 1822. 
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History of the Church in Newtown. 


Continued. 


‘Bor it appears from the following 
létter,* that the dissenting ministers 
im the county soon assembied at 
Newtown—alienated the whole con- 
gregation from Mr. Beach—and de- 
posed him in 173%, after he had ex- 
efcised for several years a pastoral 
Care over them. 

My dearly beloved Neighbours and Brethren, 

éa 

As I have several years, though 

regularly, sustained the care of your 
ls, which were ever and are dear 






* ons letter was recently found in Mr. Beach’s 
own mae writing, among the papers gf Dr. John- 
80M, 0! Stratford 
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and precious to me, so I can’t but 
still think it my duty to seek your 
spiritual good, and therefore to en- 
deavour to undeceive you wherein- 
soever I apprehend you are misled 
or imposed upon: and I beseech 
you to attend seriously and diligent- 
ly to what I say ; perhaps it may be 
the last opportunity. 

You know there have been a num- 
ber of gentlemen lately convened 
here, who pretend to have deposed 
me, for | know not by what other 
term to call their pretended dissol- 
ving the pastoral relation between me 
and you. ‘They say indeed I have 
abdicated, that is, forsaken the min- 
istry and pastoral care of this Church. 
Now there are many of you who 
were witnesses that this a gross un- 
truth, for you heard me declare that 
I did not design to forsake the care 
of you, and that I intended nothing 
but to live and die in the service of 
your souls. I could not indeed, as 
yet, lawfully administer the sacra- 
ments, but | would take care that 
you should be provided for, in the 
mean time, till 1 could. 

Notwithstanding this, they pro- 
ceeded to depose me. But who are 
those that have done this unaccount- 
able action? Why they call them- 
selves Elders; but did not think fit 
to undertake to openly prove them- 
selves to be such: They indeed 
were pleased to vote themselves a 
Council regularly convened. But 
by what law, I beseech you? They 
say, by the word of God. But where 
do they find in the word of God, 
that they are Elders? Or where do 
they find in the word of God, that 
Klders may make a Council to de- 
termine any matters of difficulty laid 
before them, without an order o! 
men superior them, as were the A- 
postles inthe Council, in Acts xv. 
23, and consequently without those 
who lawfully succeed the Apostles 
in the government of the Church, 
with whom Christ has promised his 
presence to the end of the werld ;— 
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whereas they that did this, make the 
best of them, were only dissenting 
teachers. 

They may perhaps say, they were 
convened regularly according to the 
laws of the country. But this they 
should not presume to do, after it 
has been declared by the Lords Jus- 
tices in the name of the King’s Ma- 
jesty, that there is not and cannot 
be any lawful convention of minis- 
ters in councils in this country, and 
the government were accordingly or- 
dered to disperse any such meetings, 
as appears by a letter from the Lords 
Justices to the Governor of Boston, 
in the year 1725, wherein, whatso- 
ever laws of that kind have been 

made in this country, are in eflect 
declared by the government at home, 
ipso facto, null and void. 

But suppose the Council were re- 
gular and lawful, what is it they 
have deposed me for? Why it is 
merely and only for declaring for the 
Church of England ; whereas by 
their own rules agreed on at Say- 
brook, par. 13, p. 115, they could 
depose a minister only for heresy or 
scandal. Is this the case then P Am 
T guilty of heresy or scandal in de- 
claring for the established Church of 
our nation? Will they then dare te 
charge the Church of England with 
being an heretical or scandalous com- 
munion ? Why this is what in effect 
they have done. And how do they 
think to answer for it, if they should 
be called in question for so doing ? 

They have indeed most unjustly 
insinuated, that the ministers of the 
Church of England are grievous 
wolves and false breljiren ; sanctify- 
ing their insinuations with scripture 
Janguage. But pray consider with 
what ill manners, with what an un- 
christian temper they have done this ? 
Have they so learned Christ ? Is this 
the spirit of the gospel? The truth 


‘is, it could easily be made to appear 


that they come nigher to the charac- 
ter of those the Apostle speaks of, 
than the ministers of the Church, in 


that they opposeand set up in oppo. ; 


sition to the government established 7 
by Christ and his Apostles, in such! 


persons as Timothy and Tilus, aud 
continued in such persons as the ani 


gels of the seven Churchesg in Rey,” 
ii 1, &c. Jfeither of them, there 
fore, these sure are the false bret). 
ren: and the liberty the Apostle) 


says they came to spy out, was a |i. 9 
berty from the burthen of the Mosaic 7 


law, and not from obedience to em.” 
clesiastisal government. As for the” 


grievous wolves here spoken of, they 4 
ylhese a 
doctrines, denying the Lord thi 7) 


were such as brought in damnable’ 


bought them, 1 Pet. ii. 1. And wil 


these people charge the ministers of 7 
the Church of England with this!” 


I am amazed to see them thus pro” 


fane the sacred language of the lo 9 
ly Scriptures to such false and wu @ 
charitable purposes. Do they think ~ a 
they serve God by thus imposing up 7 
on you? Do they not rather sere | 


the Father of lies, who is the aceh 
ser of the Brethren? We are toli 


that even their very prayers also at 7 4 


full of such expressions; and is © 


not intolerable that they should pre 4 


fane their prayers, by making suti 
hideous outcries—such bitter cor 
plaints to Almighty God ? 

But pray consider seriously, avi 
without prejudice, my beloved breth 
ren, what is the Church of Englani 
that they make such an outcry abou! 


and treat as if it were the worst ( 7 


heresies ? Do we deny Jesus Chris 4 
or any of his doctrines or laws? li 
we teach another Gospel than whi % 
ye have received? Truly, any of” 
would think so, who should judge (s 
it only by the manner of their tred7 
ment of it. But pray what is it® 
Why really after all this noise an 4 
nonsense, it consists in uo more bie 
this, viz. that, as to church goverty 
ment, we assert an order of men Ss 
perior to Elders and Deacons, whol 
we call Bishops, to preside owt 
them in government and ordinatio®” 
And as to worship, that we judge’ . 4 
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oppo-| expedient to use well.composed forms 
lished of prayer, taken Out. of scripture, 
such) "and according to it and that we re- 
s, aud) cite the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, 
he aw and the Ten Commandments ; and 
i Rey, read the Psalms and sundry Lessons, 
there “taken out of the scriptures of the 
breth. ™30ld and New Testament: And is 
.postle “not this better than to offer their 
as a li. own inventions— whatever comes up- 
Mosai¢) “jpermost ? This is all worth mention- 
to e ming wherein we differ, as many of 
for the “you have been often witnesses.— 
sf, they “This, my brethren, is our heresy ! 
nnable WThese are our crimes! For this I 
1 that jm deposed ! and whether these de 
nd wil ™™serve such a bitter sentence, and 
sters of “™puch unchristian treatment, judge 
nh this! “Mye, and let all the christian world 


is pro smudge. 

he He “@ You have here, for the greater 
nd w-  Bhow, as though they would prove 
y think every thing by scripture, a great ma- 
ing uy py texts, by which they pretend to 
r ser prove the regularity of my ordina- 
e accs gion and ministry. But pray look 
re toll. pn them narrowly, consider them 
also at “@parefully, and see whether they mean 
dis @vhat they would make them say.— 
ld pro 4 ‘irst, the Holy Ghost, they say, has 
ng sud ‘mace me overseer here. Pray then, 


re 
r com meow dare they undertake to depose 

Me? Would they presume to undo 
ly, an vhat the Holy Ghost has done? 


J breth Put who were these, that the Holy 
nglani ghost had made overseers? Why 
y abou a hey were Elders of the Church of 
rorst 4 a iphesus, Acts xx. 17. Now con- 


Chris der what sort of a church this was, 
ys 1 Dy a which you see there was a num- 
in whi @per of Elders, and consequently 
any of poubtless many congregations ; for 
‘udge dam he Apostle had laboured here three 
ir tre gp ears and an half; and if we may 
, js it pUdge of his success by what we read 
ise atl am Other places, Acts ii. 41, and iv. 
ore bil ars where three thousasd were con- 
covert a™yerted by one sermon, and five thou- 
mens pend by another, so mightily grew 
;, whoo he word and prevailed, Acts xix. 
fe ovt @me9, there must be many congrega- 
ination e'ONS, and many elders in this one 
judge hurch: And over these the Apos- 
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tle afterwards appointed Timothy, 
to execute government and jurisdic- 
tion, as appears by the epistles to 
him : and the like of Titus in Crete ; 
and that this government was to con- 
tinue, is evident in that thirty years 
after this, when there must be yet 
many more congregations and el- 
ders, there was still but one Church 
of Ephesus, and but one angel, or 
one ecclesiastical governor there : 
which was also the case of the other 
churches of .isia ; so that you plain- 
ly see, these scripture churches were 
not sach as they call churches here 
in New-England. 

Yea, but say they, Timothy was 
ordained by prophecy, with the lay- 
ing on.of the hands of the presbyte- 
ry; and they say also, I was set 
apart hy solemn prayer and fasting, 
with the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery. Now as to fasting, 
you know very well this is a notori- 
ous mistake. So far from this, that 
there was great feasting, as there al- 
ways is upon such occasions contra- 
ry to scripture rule. And as to pro- 
phecy, pray which of them under- 
took to prophecy on that occasion ? 
Or who pretend to prophecy now-a- 
days? And therefore, who can now 
undertake to give the gift the Apos- 
tle speaks of in that text? For pray 
how do they prove that the gift there 
spoken of was ordination ? We read 
indeed of the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
but no where of the gift of ordina- 
tion. But suppose it meant of ordi- 
nation, it is plain, that it was given, 
not by the hands of the presbytery, 
by the Apostles’ hands, 2 Tim. i. 6, 
by the laying on of my hands, says 
St. Paul: so that the most that can 
be proved, is, that the presbytery 
laid on hands with the Apostles, as 
we doin the Church of England, 
where the presbytery lay on hands 
with the Bishop, as a successor of 
the Apostles, but never without him. 

But, say they, St. Peler calls him- 
self an- Elder : I answer, so St. Pauéd 
calls himself a Minister ; in the 
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eriginal it is a Deacon, Eph. iii. 7, 
Col. i 23, 25. Does this prove 
that St. Paul was only a Beacon? 
Just as much as the other proves that 
St. Peter was only an Elder. He 
was an elder, it’s true, but that don’t 
prove but he was more than an el- 
der... And the same 
St John. The words Elder and 
Bishop are indeed sometimes used 
to signify the same persons, as are 
the words .dposile and Deacon. But 
this argues nothing, since J have pro- 
ved the powers were distinct. And 
it is evident that the words were af- 
terwards used in a more djstinct 
manner, to signify different orders : 
For that this was the case, we can 
prove from the unanimous tesfimony 
of the Church in after ages. In short, 
we can prove from urdoubted fact, 
that this way of Episcopal Govern- 
ment was the way that the Church 
of God always went in from the be- 
ginning: And to deny it, is to deny 
all historical evidence on which we 
depend, even for the canon of scrip- 
ture itself, And therefore, let me 
advise you with the prophet, to stand 
in the way and see, and look for the 
good old paths, and walk in them, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls. 
And go your ways forth by the an- 
cient footsteps of ‘the flock of C hrist, 
Jer. vt. 16, Can. 1. 8. 

But to proceed; I observe fur- 
ther, that | am desired here, with 
solemn reflections, to look into Heb. 
viii. 17. And now in my turn I de- 
sire them with the like solemn re- 
tlections, to loak once more into that 
very text. It begins with a strict 
command —Obey them that rule over 
vou, &c. that is, your spiritual gov- 
ernors, such as are our Bishops. In- 
stead of this, they reject them and 
despise them; and in them, I fear, 
they will be interpreted to despise 
Him that sentthem. In short, they 
would do well to see to it, that they 
he not of the number of those, that 


despise dominions and speak evil of 


dignities, spoken of in Jude viii. con- 


cerning whom it is said, v. 11, that 


may be said of 
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they perish in the gainsaying of Core. 

Lastly, they argue from the suc- 
cess of their mimistry. Ye are the 
seal of our ministry, &c. Our fa- 
thers were blessed and prospered in 
this way. I answer, this is what 
Quakers and every sect plead, with 
as much reason as they ; and I have 
in this one of these very ministers 
with me, who answered those that 
used this argument against singing by 
rule, * that the Spaniards, in New 
Spain, and the Quakers at Phila- 
delphia, had as much to say for 
themselves, as the old singers had on 
that head :” And indeed all he said 
about singing by rule, does as well 
prove the church as that. 

Upon the whole, my beloved 
brethren, consider, I beseech you, 
whether these gentlemen have shown 
the true spirit of Christianity in their 
conauct towards me. Have they 
treated me as a Christian ? No—but 
as an heathen and a publican! They 
have treated me as St. John directs 
us to treat the Antichrists who deny 
that Jesus is the Son of God! for 
they left the town not only with- 
out acquainting me with what they 
had done, but even without ta- 
king leave of me, or bidding God 
speed! These are the men that cry 
out for charity, and against persecu- 
tion? But where is their charity? 
Are they only the subjects of chari- 
ty? And must I be denyed even 
common civilsty and humanity, be- 
cause my conscience obliges me to 
conform to the Church of England ? 

They say, indeed, it was only un- 
der a prelence of the invalidity of 
my ordination, &c. in which they 
do in effect charge me with lying 
against my Own conscience, and so 
arrogate to themselves the preroga- 
tive of God, in pretending to know 
my heart. ‘But, brethren, I can as- 
sure you, as I expect within a little 
time to appear before the Omniscient 
Judge, who will sentence me to feli- 
city or misery according as I have 
behaved myself here, that if I know 
my own heart, J w ould gladly pro- 
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ceed in administering the sacraments 
as [ have formerlydone, if I could 
fiud one text of seripture to support 
my ordination. 

To conclude then, let me exhort 
vou to consider seriously these things, 
and judge yourselves; and then I 

> doubt not, but you will see reason 
' and duty te do as I have done, and 
I pray God give you and me grace to 
receive the truth in the love of it; 
and be always obedient to its divine 
_ dictates: and let a christian temper 
govern us in all our conduct, one to- 
wards another. For as St. James 
says, iii. 14, 15, 17, If ye have bit- 
ter envying and strife in your hearts, 
glory not, and lie not against the 
truth. This wisdom descendeth not 
from abeve, but is earthly, sensual, 
’ devilish : Let us rather be governed 
~ by that wisdom which is from above, 
" which is first pure, and then peacea- 
~ ble, gentle, and ea8y to be entreated. 
~ full of mercy and good fruits,without 
partiality and without hypocrisy : 
> that living in love and peace here,we 
‘i may at last meet together in heaven, 
> the place where truth, and love, and 
* peace for ever reign. 


‘ I am, 
id your cordial friend, 
ive and well wisher, 
ae JOHN BEACH. 
* 


To be continued. 
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_ Yudgment of the House of Bishops, 


> concerning the last Rubrick tn 


the Communion Service. 


Extracted from the Journals of 1821. 


4 . . . 
l'ue House of Bishops being in- 


Hormed of what they consider as a 


ereat misunderstanding, in various 
aces, of the rubrick at the end of 
he communion service, think it their 


— 


Buty to declare their sense of the 


ame, and to communicate it to the 
jouse of Clerical and Lay Depu- 
ies, 

In the Common Prayer Book of 
eChurch of England, the words 


in the parenthesis are— if there be 
no communion.” In the review: of 
1789, it was put—“ if there be no 
sermon or communion”’—and this 
has been interpreted to mean, that if 
there be a sermon, what has been 
called the ante-communion service 
is to be omitted. Against this con- 
struction the Bishops object as fol- 
lows :— 

Ist. The construction rests en in- 
ference ; deduced in contrariety to 
the positive direction—“ Then shall 
follow the sermon.” Had an ex- 
ception been intended, it would 
doubtless have been expressed posi- 
tively, as in other rubricks. Fur- 
ther; the rubrick in question pre- 
scribes, that * when there is a com- 
munion, the minister shall return to 
the Lord’s table ;” which presumes 
him to have been there before, in the 
ante-communion service, unless in 
the permitted alternative of some 
other place. 

2d. The argument on the other 
side proves too much, and therefore 
nothing It is said of those whe 
urg® it, that they conceive themselves 
bound te use the whole service on a 
communion day : whereas it should 
be dispensed with, on the same prin- 
ciple on which it is supposed to be 
superseded by the sermon. On the 
other hand, if there being either a 
sermon or the communion should be 
thought to warrant the omission ; 
can it be, that the Convention de- 
signed to leave in the book the ante- 
communion service, with all the col- 
lects, the gospels, and the epistles 
attached to them, to be little more 
than dead letter ; pever to be used, 
except on the few occasions, when 

the said service is unconnected with 
either of the said provisions? For, it 
is not required to be used, either 
with the morning or with the even- 
ing prayer. 

3d. ‘There is a rubrick, prescri- 
bing the place in the service, at 
which notice shall be given of holi- 
days &c. Can it be supposed, that 
a provision of this sort, was intend- 
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ed to be done away, not professedly, 
but indirectly ? and that even there 
should be no provision for notifying 
the communion ? 

4th. It is understood, that the 
morning prayer, and the administra- 
tion of the communion, were design- 
ed to be distinct services, to be used 
at different times of the day. Pro- 
bahly, at the time of the reformation, 
the practice was generally conform- 
able to the provision ; and it is said 
to prevail at present in some places 
in England. Now although there 
is probably no Church in the United 
States of which the same can be af- 
firmed ; yet why raise a bar against 
so reason: ible and so godly a prac- 
tice? an effort for which, would re- 
duce the whole to a sermon; ex- 
cept, when the communion were to 
be administered: and then, there 
would be the latter part of the ser- 
vice only. 

5th. The construction casts a ble- 
mish on the observance of every fes- 
tival of our Church. To speak in 
particular of Easter Sunday, Whit- 
Sunday, and Christmas Day : can it 
be supposed, that the Convention in- 
tended to abrogate the reading of the 
portions of scripture, the most perti- 
nent of any in the Bible P or that the 
members of the body were so care- 


less, as not to perceive the effect of 


the word introduced by them into 
the parenthesis? Neither of these 
was the case ; although they had not 
the sagacity to foresee the use which 
would be made of their superaddi- 
tion; a use, which may be applied 
hereafter to the abandoning of the 
observance of those festivals. For 
why should the Church retain them, 
after dispensing with whatever is at- 
tached to them in the respective ser- 
vices. ‘The remark applies equally 
to the two days of fasting or «bsti- 
nence—Good Friday and Ash Wed- 
nesday. It is here supposed, that 
on the former, there are the service 
and sermons in all our churches fur- 
nished with the ministry. But ac- 


‘tthe consum 


Marey 


cording to the 
sermon dispe 


posite opinion, th, 
§ with the recital, 

of our Saviour’ 
sufferings, and not only on Gow 4% 
Friday, but on every day of passin, 7 
week, if there be sermons. Coy} 
this have been intended ? 

6th. There is the magnitude , 
the change thus made in the Lity 
gy, without the subjecting of the 
sulting consequences, to the consi 
eration of any General Conventioy 
for this is here affirmed, without th 
apprehension of contradiction fro 
any of the surviving members. 
most obvious of the consequence 
and such as could not have escap: 
the notice of the least attentive,wer 
the dispensing with the reading 
the Ten Commandments ; the wee 
ly return of which may well | 
thought to have a beneficial effect 
morals ; and the deranging of as 
lection of passaBes of scripture, : 
ways supposed to have been ma 
with great judgment, and suited 
the different seasons of the year- 
They were of like use in the Chur 
before the prevalence of the com % 
tions of the Papacy; have wi @ 
stood, in some measure. its syste 
atic hostility to a general knowle 
of the Scriptures; and, probal 
have prevented a greater enormity 
unevangelical error, than what 
now find : for although the select 
were in Latin, they were at least 
structive to the many who uni 
stood the language, at a time vt 
even among that description of fF 
ple, the possession of a Bible 1% 
rare. To the present day, they? @ 
held in high esteem, not only & 
our parent Church, but but by 
Lutheran Churches of Sweden] 
Denmark, of sundry German prt} 
palities, and of this country. © 
some of the European States 
subject of the sermon is expecte(] 
be taken from the epistle or "7%; 
the gospel for the Sunday. T% 
seems no reasonable objectio” 
any future review of the Liturg) 
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opinion, th | the making of some abbreviation, 
the recital y Suited to the jomng of services de- 
ur Saviour, g Signed to be distinet ; but there may 
ly on Goo be doubted the expediency of ma- 
Ly of passio, | king so great an inroad as that pro- 
ions. Conk # jected on the service now In ques- 
|? tion. j 
7th. The ante-communion service 
continued to be used as before, by 
‘the clergy who were present in the 
Convention, in which it is now ima- 
ined to have been dispensed with. 
t is confidently believed, that there 
was not an exception of an individu- 
* ] : although, on the other side, the 
ajor number must be supposed to 
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ne reading Cae ediate practice under it has been 
ts ; the wed a eld to be a good expositor ; espe- 
may well | aelally when, as in the present case, 
ficial effect: (am Contrary sense had wot been heard 
nging of ay 4 pf for a long course of years. 

scripture, i 7%. Che question may occur——why 
re been ma “Mid the Convention introduce the 
and suited: F ords, “ Sermon or” into the paren- 
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ermon.” Perhaps, when the ser- 
Wice was compiled, there was a ser- 
| ‘obal Men on every saint’s day, as well as 
and, proba! “Bon every principal festival. In mo- 
ter enormi) ““Wern usage, it has been otherwise : 
than what | Which made it convenient to provide 
h the selecti Wor the minister’s proceeding to the 
vere at least Dlessing. The parenthesis means, 
y who uni Phat although there be no sermon, or 
ta time WR ithouch there be no communion, 
oe Of Fhe minister shall act as directed by 
fa Bible ' the rubrick. 

t day, they! | The Bishops therefore deem it 
not only “WBheir duty to express the decided 
but bu’ by \/Ppinion, that the rubricks of the com- 
of SwecehMnunion service, as well as other ge- 
German pl!" Mieral considerations, enjoin the use 
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On Baptism. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


A Trealise upon Baplism. 


iN TWO PARTS 


PART I. 


My second enquiry is, who are 
the proper subjects of Baptism ? 
And here the question is alinost ex- 
clusively confined to Infants. It be- 
ing generally admitted that adult 
persons professing their faith and 
repentance, and having not been 
baptized in infancy, are proper sub- 
jects for that ordinance. 

In considering the subject of In- 
fant Baptism, it will be proper to 
state some of the most material ob- 
jections which are raised against it ; 
and then to offer the arguments 
which the scriptures furnish in fa- 
vour of it: After which I shall brief- 
ly notice the general practice of the 
Christian Church in this particular, 
in its early ages. ‘First, it is said, by 
those who object to infant baptism, 
that Christ has fully and plainly de- 
clared his mind concerning baptism, 
and because he has not commanded 
the baptism of Infants, he has virtu- 
ally forbidden it. But would not 
the reasoning be fully as correct to 
say that since Christ commanded 
his Apostles to baptize all nations, 
making no exception of Infants, that 
they are therefore included in the 
command? Where is the passage 
which directs that baptisin shall be 
confined to adult persons, and that 
Infants, though formerly admitted to 
the seal of the covenant, must not 
be admitted under the gospel dis- 
pensation ? There «ould have been 
much more reason to expect a_posi- 
tive command to exclude Infants, if 
they were to be excluded from the 
Christian Church, than a particular 
injunction to receive them when they 
were embraced in the general. com- 
mand, because under former dis- 
pensations they had been admitted, 
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by the then initiating rite, as I shall 
have occasion hereafter to notice. 

Again, it is objected that in the 
history of the new testament, there 
is no example of Infant baptism, no 
mention made that Infants were bap- 
tized. But admitting this to be true, 
we cannot from thence conclude that 
infant baptism was not practised. 
We read of whole churches being 
formed where no baptism at all is 
mentioned ; yet no one doubts but 
that they were baptized. And let it 
be particularly remarked, that al- 
though there are many instances 
mentioned of the baptism-of Adult 
persons who have been converted 
from Judaism and Paganism, yet 
there is no account of any adult per- 
son, born of christian parents, be- 
ing baptized. The history of the 
Acts of the Apostles contains a_pe- 
riod of above thirty years. and the 
new testament a much longer pe- 
riod. There was time enough tor 
two or three generations of Infants 
to grow up to adult age. But it is 
remarkable, that although we have 
all along accounts of baptism, yet 
there is no intimation that any one 
of the children of the early believ- 
ers was baptized after he grew up: 
this renders the presumption very 
strong that in the Apostles’ days, 
the children of believers were not 
left unbaptized. 

Upon the “supposition that infants 


were baptized, we have all the ac- 


count of it that might reasonably be 
expected ; their numbers or names 
or ages are not mentioned ; such 
rinuteness in a history so concise as 
the new testament, would have been 
unnecessary. When 
whole households or families being 
baptized, although we are not told 
that there were any young children 
among them, yet the probability is 
strougly in favour of it. But what 
is more material to the argument is, 
that these households were baptized 
upon the faith of their respective 


heads. Lydia heard the Apostles 


we read of 


Marca, 


“whose heart the Lord opened.” 
And she was baptized, and her house. 
hold The Jailopwas converted to 


the faith of Christ, at midnight, and 


the same hour of the night he—was 

baptized, he and all his straight. 
way: (Acts xvi. 14——33.) Here, 
upon the parent’s believing, their 
whole households were dedicated to 
God in this gospel ordinance, and 
admitted meimbers of the Christian 
Church. The objection that faith 
and repentance are conditions of 
baptism, and that infants being in- 
capable of these are therefore not 
capable of baptism, is an argument 
which if admitted would also ex- 
clude infants from the kingdom of 
heaven; for it would be reasoning 
upon the same principle to say, that 
faith and repentance are conditions 
of salvation, and infants being inca 
pable of these, cannot be saved.— 
And, indeed, this is the shocking 
opinion of some, with respect toa 
large majority of infants, notwith- 
standing the declaration of our Sa 
viour, that of such is the kingdom of 
God. 

Under the old testament, faith was 
as much required in order to circum: 
cision, as it is now under the gos 
pel dispensation in order to baptism. 
The Gentile proselyte was not ad: 
mitted to the rite of circumcision till 
he professed his faith in the God of 
Israel; nevertheless infants were 
circumcised. 

It is urged that Christ was bapti- 
zed at adult age, and as he is to be 
our example, his followers should 
be baptized at adult age as he was. 
If tvis argument has any force it 
would go to prohibit any from being 
baptized under the age of thirty 
years, becaus@ our Saviour received 
baptism about that age. But though 
Christ was not baptized in infancy, 
yet he was dedicated to God, and 


received the initiating seal of the 7% 


covenant then in nse: which is 2 
sufficient intimation that it 1s the du 
ty of parents to dedicate their chil 
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yen to God in hig appointed way ; 
and since ba m is now the ap- 
pointed instrament of initiation into 
the christian covenant they ought 


to dedicate them to God in that or- 






» dinance. 
- Having briefly noticed and repli- 
5, 


ed to must of the objections which 

are brought against infant baptism, 

I shall now consider some of the 
- arguments which the scriptures fur- 

* nish in favour of it. 

That Infants under the Patriar- 
chal and Mosaiac dispensations were 
admitted into covenant with God, 
’ with their parents, is certain, and it 
- is evident that this was esteemed a 
privilege. It is allowed also, that 
>the Gospel confers greater privileges 
‘than any former dispensation But 
if children are not now included in 
the christian covenant, then the Gos- 
pel instead of enlarging, has in this 
“respect, diminished our privileges. 
> Inthe covenant which God made 
with Abraham, his infants were ex- 
jpressly included with himself, by the 

same rite and token The Apostle 

Yestifies that all believers under the 
pore whether Jews or Gentiles, 
Mare the spiritual seed of Abraham, 
and heirs of the promise made to 
him. That the covenant made with 
"Abraham was confirmed of God in 
Whrist, (or in the christian dispensa- 

Aion) that the iaw which was after- 
Wards given, did not disannul the 

Frovenant, or make void the promise. 

ql'he Gospel found the children of 

Wod’s people, already in covenant 

by virtue of the ancient institution. 

We need, therefore, no new institu- 












ution to warrant our applying the 
Beal of the covenant to children, but 
ve evidently need a new and posi- 
ve command to justify our exclu- 
Wing them from it. ‘The Apostle 
: alls baptism the circumcision of 
hrist. Ye are complete in him, in 
Bhom ye also are circumcised with 
P circumeision made withoaul hands 
pulling off the body of the sins 
the flesh by the circumcision of 
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Christ, (a christian circumcision,) 
buried with him in baptism. lt is 
true circumcision was applied only 
to males; baptism is designed for 
both sexes. And herein the latter 
seal of the covenant was enlarged in 
its application. Under the Gospel 
there is no distinction ef male or fe- 
male, bul all are one in Christ. 

In the new testament, we shall 
find sufficient authority for baptizing 
infants, without a single intimation 
that it is improper or unnecessary. 
Our blessed Saviour says, suffer lit- 
lle children to come unto me, and 
Sorbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God. To show the pro- 
priety of applying this passage to 
the subject of baptism, I shall make 
& quotation from a sermon of the 
late Bishop Seabury, upon this text, 
(vol. I p 131.) 

“ But we are fully justified in ap- 
plying this passage to baptism, be- 
cause the right of infants to that ho- 
ly ordinance is directly established 
by the reason which our Saviour 
gives why little children should be 
permitted to come te him. For of 
such is the kingdom of God. The 
true meaning of which expression is, 
For to such little children the king- 
dom of heaven belongs—it is their 
property, and they have a right to 
go into it. 

“ To this I have heard it replied, 
that on this ground, all children 
have a right to baptism—and I abide 
the consequence—That all such in- 
fants as come to Christ, that is as 
are brought by christian people to 
baptism, have a right to be admit- 
ted into the kingdom of God, by the 
washing of regeneration. The very 
act of bringing them implies an ob- 


‘ligation to educate and instruct them 


in the faith and duty of a christian ; 
and being regenerated and adopted 
into Christ’s Church, they become 
disciples or scholars in his school : 
and are there to be taught, by his 
ministers, whatsoever he commandeé 
his holy apostles to teach. 
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“ The next words, which contain 
the reason assigned by our Saviour 
why infants should come to him, af- 
ford another strong argument against 
the opposers of infant baptism, as 
they shew that it was the intention 
of Christ that they should be admit- 
ted into his church. Verily, I say 
unlo you, nhosoever shall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of God, as a lit- 
tle child, he shall not enter therein. 
In w hat way infants can receive, 


that is, enter into the kingdom of 


God, unless by baptism, let those 
point out who are hardy enough to 
deny that baptism is the instituted 
mode of admission. The anabap- 
tists say, they are incapable of re- 
pentance and faith. By repentance 
and faith, therefore, they cannoi en- 
ter. Unless then they do enter by 
being baptized on account of the 
faith of their parents or sureties who 
belong to the kingdom of God, they 
cannot enter into it atall. And yet 
Christ has made their receiving the 
kingdom of God a standard for all 
others who shall enter intoit. That 
there is some difference be! ween 
Christ and the Anabaptists in this 
matter, may be easily shown, but it 
may not be so easy to persuade peo- 
ple to attend to it. The world claims 


an absolute right of judging for itself 


in religion, and is so tenacious of its 
liberty, in this respect, that it does 
not choose to have it restricted even 
by God himself. But the world and 
Christ’s Church, are distinct socie- 
ties, or bodies of men, and however 
the world may judge and act, it 
ought to be supposed that christians 
will judge and aet according to the 
standard of their religion—the will 
of Christ made known in holy scrip- 
ture. It will then be but fair to 
state the difference between Christ 
and the opposers of infant baptism ; 
and if christians will leave the bet- 
ter and follow the worse authority, 
there is no remedy that 1 know of— 
to their own master they stand or 
fall. He knows their prejudices and 
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party attachments, and he will 4 


Christ 


unto me, and forbid them not. 


The Anabaptist says, little childrey 2 


cannot come to Christ in baptism; 
aut there being no other way ap. 
pointed for them to come, therefore, 
they cannot come at all. Chris 
says, Whosoever shall nol receive 
the kingdom of God, as a litth 
child, he shall nol enter therein.~ 
The A nabaptist says, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of 
God, as a man or woman, he shall 
not enter therein. Christ says that 
men or women cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God except they become 
as infants, that is, approach by re. 
pentance as near as possible to their 
innocence and simplicity. The An 
abaptist says, that infants must be. 
come as men and women; that js 
be first defiled by actual sin, that 
they may exercise actual repentance, 
or they cannot enter into the king. 
dom of God. If you believe Chris, 
none but infants, or they whom re 
pentance has brought to a_ resem 
blance of their innocency, shall ex 
ter into the kingdom of heaven. | 
you believe the Anabaptists, none 
but full grown men and women cat 
enter therein. Christ regards inne 
cence, and its substitute repentance, 
as qualifications for baptism. The 
Anabaptist takes age and bulk o 
body into the account. Choose nos 
whom ye will follow.” 

Again the commission given t 
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the Apostles, is a plain warrant fa, #y admitte 


admitting infants to baptism, (as! 
have before noticed.) They wert 

go and teach all nations, bapt 
zing them, &c. But it is said ir 
fants are not expressly mentioned. 
Neither are adults. ‘The word used 
is nations, a collective term which 
includes both. But what is very im 
portant to be considered is, thal 
these Apostles were Jews ; they had 
been educated in the Jewish religion; 
they knew that from the days @ 
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“taken into covenant with their pa- 





“ Frents by the same initiating rite.— 
They had heard Christ pronounce 


infants subjects of his kingdom; they 


: had been reprimanded for attempting 





“to hinder them from coming, or be- 
Bing brought to him. They knew 
‘that Christ came not to lessen, but 
to enlarge the privileges of the 
"Church ; and that baptism was now 
‘the instituted rite of admission into 
5t. Under these circumstances, how 
‘must they have understood their 
‘commission, with respect to baptism? 
‘certainly they would suppose it em- 
braced infants, and would practice 
“accordingly, without a direct injunc- 
Ation to the contrary, of which there 
is not the least intimation given. 

i St. Peter says tothe awakened Jews, 


Fepent and be baplized every one of 


you, &c —for the promise is to you 
wand your children. He does not say 
athe promise is to you, and will be 


Yo your children when they grow up 


fo years of maturity, but to you and 
Yyour children at present. The 
promise made to them is urged as a 
‘yeason why they should be baptized, 
‘but the promise was to them and 
their children, therefore they also 
Bhould be baptized. 

_ The Apostle, speaking of the 
Jews who came out of Egypt, says, 
they were all baptized unto Moses 
Wn the cloud and in the sea. That 
this circumstance prefigured chris- 
fian baptism is evident, and general- 
dy admitted.— These things happen- 
#dunto them for examples, and are 
rilen for our admonition. But 
the whole congregation, of which 
@olants were a considerable part, 
Were baptized unto Moses. If then 
Phis had a typical allusion to chris- 
Wan baptism, and was written for 
we admonition, it plainly admon- 
Wbes us that children are proper 
Subjects of baptism, under the gos- 
pel. 

J It is often asked what good bap- 
fism can do infants? Doubtless as 
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them formerly ; or as much as the 
public presentation of first born in- 
fants to God could do them ; and as 
much good as the blessing of Christ 
could do those infants whom in the 
days of his flesh, he took in his arms 
and blessed. It might also be asked 
what good baptism can do adult per- 
sons? All the waters of Jordan can- 
not cleanse the soul from sin Tho’ 
dipped in them a thousand times, if 
nothing else were done for him, the 
sinner would still come out more 
unclean than Gehazi, the servant of 
Elijah, when smitten with Naaman’s 
leprosy. To this the opposers of 
infant baptism will readily agree.— 
But say they, we do it because it is 
an institution of Christ; and this is 
the very reason why we baptize in- 
fants, and thus publicly offer them 
up to God; and upon this ground 
we argue its importance and its use- 
fulness. 

I proceed to notice the practice 
of the christian church in its early 
ages, with respect to baptism. If it 
shall appear that immediately after 
the Apostles, the church did admit 
infants to baptism; and if there is 
no account of any section of the 
church that rejected them, or of any 
person who denied the lawfulness 
and propriety of the practice, o1 
pretended that it was an innovation 
this will afford a very strong pre- 
sumption that the practice was de- 
rived from the Apostles, for those 
christians who lived in the ages im- 
mediately after the Apostles, must 
have known what was their practice 
in a matter of this public nature. 
What the usage of the church was 
in the times immediately succeeding 
the Apostles, we can learn only from 
the historians of those times, who 
are certainly proper witnesses to a 
plain matter of fact. 

Justin Martyr who lived about 
forty years after the Apostolic age, 
says, We have not received the car- 
nal but spiritual circumcision by 
baptism. In one of his apologies 
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for the christians, he says, Several 
persons among us of 60 and 70 
years old, who were made disciples 
to Christ from their childhood, do 
continue uncorrupt. 

Ireneus, who wrote about 67 years 
after the Apostles, and was born it 
is said, befure the death of St John, 
and was acquainted with Polycarp, 
who was John’s disciple, says Christ 
came to save all persons by himself, 
who by him, (or by his authority, 
are regenerated, baptized) unto God, 
Infants, little ones, youths and el- 
derly persons. Tertullian, who liv- 
ed about 100 years after the Apos- 
tles, gives a plain testimony that 
the Church admitted infants to bap- 
tism in his time. Origen. about the 
same time expressly declares infant 
baptism to have been the constant 
usage of the church trom the Apos- 
tles: his words are these, The 
church had from the Apostles an 
order to give baptism tu infants for 
they to whom the divine mysteries 
were committed, knew that there 
was in all persons the natural pollu- 
tion of sin, which must be done away 
by water and the spirit. St. Cyprian, 
about 15‘) years afte the Apostles, to- 
gether with a council of 66 Bishops, 
all declared the right of infants to 
baptism. This council, it is said, 
was held, not to decide whether in- 
fants ought to be baptized, (concern- 
ing this there was then no question) 
but whether they might with pro- 
priety, be baptized before the 8th 
day; upon which the resolution of 
the whole council was formed, that 
baptism is to be denied to none that 
are born. About 100 years after 
this time, Gregory Nazianzen taught 
that Infants should be baptized to 
consecrate them to Christ in their 
infancy. St Ambrose, that the bap- 
tism of Infants had been the prac- 
tice of the Apostles, and of the 
church, till that time. St. Chrysos- 
tom, that baptism had no determi- 
nate time as circumcision had; but 
that one in the beginning of life, or 
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one in the middle of it, or one in oj; 
age might ve And even Pp 
lagius, about years. after th 
Apostles, when eharged with the da. ~ 
nial of infant baptism, as a cons. — 
quence of his opinion concerniy 
original sin, complains that he ha 
been slanderously represented as de 
nying baptism to infants. He ask 
who can be so impious as to _hinde 
infants from being baptized and bon 
again in Christ ; and he declares tha 
he never heard of any one who denie on othe 
ver told | 


the right of infants to baptism. D, ai 
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Wall, after a most thorough invest, ected, th 
gation of the subject of Infant ba ™ old sabb 
tism, and of the history of the chure 
in relation to this point, assures « 
that there is no account in history, 
any who denied the right of infan 
baptism, until the year 1522, excep 
a small number in France, in th 
12th century, who denied the poss 
bility of the salvation of infarts aw 
consequently their right to baptism 
But this sect soon disappeared. Thy 
rise of the German Anabaptists, wa 
in the year 1522. Until which tim 
there is no account in history of au 
one who denied the right of infan 
baptism, except those abovementior 
ed in the 12th century, who soon ds 
appeared. men from the 

Now if all the first churches wer Qj js [peli 
every where established, by th gah, hold nae 
Apostles, upon the same plan 3 6 baptism is 
doubtless they were; and if atu! gggaq by a pe 
baptism. only, was practised, an gg y received 
children every where were left Ul @¥s certain th 
baptized ; how could infant baptist universal 
begin so early, and spread so *% church fo 
tensively ; and how could such ¢ ¢gpether, Hj 
speedy and total alteration ta’ 
place, in a matter so notorious, ail 
yet history, which has recorde 
things of much less consequent, 
never give us the least hint of i 
The thing is incredible and too ab 
surd to be imagined 

But the opposers of infant bap 
tism get over all this by saying thd 
they pay no regard to history or 1 
dition, They must have, say the) 
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ACK, 
, gn express command in scripture, 
Olt ;. all their religt observances. 
i" et it is evident thése same persons 
th #hink it their duty t@ observe some 
don things without a command. Where 
MS“ the command dor keeping the 
" “@rst day of the week, for the chris- 
hat n Sabbath? It is no where en- 
gr pined in scripture, there is no ap- 
ben Searance of a precept for it. It is 
na e the Apostles met for religious 
bon Worship, on that day, and so they 
tha @id on other days; but they have 
“— fever told us, and Christ has not 
Dy directed, that we should relinquish 
Vest “ghe old sabbath of the seventh day, 
bap bd substitute the first day in its 
ure ce. It is founded on tradition, 
CS US “and the early usage of the church 
YE Neither is there any command tor 
Nal sAministering the communion to wo- 
XC 


i men, nor is there any example given 


uh if scripture of their receiving it, yet 
POSS that they did receive it in the time of 
5 al : Apostles, there can be no doubt. 
ptisn Bhe Anabaptists, to be true to their 
, Th ; neiple that nothing is to be done 
5; W8 “Gathe Church of Christ but what is 
) Ce ressly commanded, must return 
vt al! tae the observance of the seventh 
inal of the week, for the Sabbath ; 
toh they must not only exclude in- 
on fants from one sacrament, but wo- 
mén from the other. 


3 Wer 14t is, I believe the opinion of those 
th 


Y “\ who hold to adult baptism only, that 







lan i HO baptism is valid when adminis- 
} aC" t@fed by a person who himself has 
I, al OMly received infant baptism. But 
eft Ul jf 9s certain that infant baptism was 
apust €H@ universal practice of the chris- 
so i igh church for many hundred years 
such & ether. History particularly in- 
tas f98ms us when it first began to be 
1S, alll osed. And if infant baptism be 
corde Walid, there is not at present, nor 
juence 7 there be again any valid baptism. 
oll “EBere is no ground to pretend to a 


00 ab Secession of Adult baptisms. If 

W6 trace them back, we must come 
it bap tOhthe time when they were admin- 
ng tha! Sibred by those who were only bap- 
a tigéd in infancy ; and who upon the 
y te} 
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principle above mentioned, could 
not administer a valid baptism. So 
that by nullifying infant baptism, 
they destroy their own. And in- 
deed, according to this principle, 
there were no authorized Ministers, 
nor regular churches, nor baptized 
christians for many centuries toge- 
ther ; nor are there at present, nor can 
there ever be again, without a new 
commission from heaven. 

Before closing this short treatise 
upon baptism, | shall endeavour to 
show from several considerations, the 
great importance of the ordinance. 
This, in the first place, must appear 
obvious, if we consider that it is an 
institution of our blessed Saviour, 
to be perpetuated in his church to 
the end of the world: as such, it 
must be important that we attend to 
it, and it cannot be innocently neg- 
lected. Indeed, this being ascertain- 
ed, it is not necessary to enquire fur. 
ther concerning its importance :.nd 
utility : for we may be satisfied that 
Christ has ordained nothing in his 
church but what is usetul-—nothing 
but what tends to promote its wel- 
fare and prosperity. In every place 
where this ordinance is mentioned 
in the new testament, the circum- 
stances and the e+ pressions, bespeak 
its importance. “ The Pharisees 
rejected the counsel of God, not be-. 
ing baptized of John. Go ye, there- 
fore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : 
and lo! I am with you always, even 
to the end of the world. Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
And now, why tar iest thou? arise 
and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins —Can any man forbid wa- 
ter that these should not be bapti- 
zed.—And the same hour of the 
night he was baptized, he and all 
his straightway Lydia heard the 
Apostle whose heart the Lerd open- 
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ed, and she was baptized and her 
househo d.—According to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of rege- 
neration, :nd renewing of the Holy 
Ghost. The like figure whereunto, 
even baptism, doth also now save us, 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 
These descriptions, and these instan- 
ces of baptism, with the circumstan- 
ces attend ng them, place in a very 
strong light the importance of this 
gospel ordinance, and the necessity 
of obedience to this institution of our 
Saviour. 

But baptism will further appear 
very important, from the considera- 
tion that it is the only prescribed 
mode of initiation into the Christian 
Church, the instrument of adoption 
into the family and household of 
Christ, which is the depository of all 
the gracious privileges and promises 
of the new covenant. Before this, 
we cannot properly be considered as 
belonging to the flock of Christ, nor 
as having any interest in the promi- 
ses of the Gospel. We are still of 
the world which lieth in wickedness, 
without God, and without a reasona- 
ble hope; because reject ng the com- 
mands and the institution of Christ, 
is virtually rejecting him and his gos 
pel. But by baptism we are put in- 
to a different state; received into 
covenant with God, and become 
members of Christ—grafted into his 
mystical body the Church, and con- 
ditionally entitled to all its privileges 
and promises, its hopes and ‘ts con- 
solations. Hence in the office of 
baptism, prescribed in the Ep scopal 
Church, we are directed to ca | upon 
God the Father, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that the person or child 
may be baptized with water and the 
Holy Ghost. And because ware 
persuaded that the divine agen y of 
the Holy Spirit always accomp nies 
the due administration of the s\cra- 
ments of the gospel, we therefore 
give thanks that the person or child 
baptized, i is regenerate, or born gain 
-—-terms which, in the prim.tive 
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we may be well assured that whe g Y 
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Persons who are baptized at add Wy hict 
age, being truly penitent. and belie: iy, op 
ing in Christ, do doubtless then aca 


ceive the remission of their pa Wigientl 
sins, are taken into favour with Go ; — 
and are made partakers of the Hi. Wgidere 


Ghost, in its renewing and sanctii Weonser 
ing influences. The Presbyterig Peas wel 
confession of faith says, Baptism i ST trust 
sign and seal of regeneration, of mam of it, | 
os > 
mission of sins, &c. And in thel J origin: 
piscopal Church, the article up By ractic 
baptism says, Baptism is a sign P itive 
regeneration, or new birth, where’ fore re 



























as by an instrument, they that r 
ceive baptism rightly, are grafted¢9@ 
to the Church ; the promises of 1% 
forgiveness of sin, and of our ad ¥ 
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Holy Ghost, are visibly signed og 
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nefits of baptism. By it they (9 Agai 
are brought into the bond of the} ; een th 
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service, and by the influence o/f WPaptism 
Spirit, receive he principle of a Mull con 
and holy life, and a title to all Mibeen th 
privileges and promises of the CO@@Phey wor 
pel. These privileges and promi” what has 
are indeed conditional, and ob@jjenant. 
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ne by iam the christian covenant, administered 
oul An ito them, and that in many instan- 
that whe 4 ces, among those who believe in the 
_ the Hol right of infants to baptism. In 


at for w searching for the reasons of this neg- 
rogative. WBlect there are two in particular, 
ed at adit Miwhich offer themselves, and appear 
ind belies Wo operate, One is, that the impor- 
3s then © WMgance of the ordinance is not suffi- 
their pa iently inculeated or understood. 
with Go a Hence it appears by many to be con- 
f the Ho Wesidered as a matter of very small 
d sanctiy onsequence, and which may nearly 
resbyterid Was well be neglected. [ have shewn, 
aptism i) WY trust conclusively, that such a view 
tion, of WRof it, is utterly inconsi-tent with the 
1 in theL MMoriginal design of it, and with the 
ticle up practice of the Apostles and the pri- 
; a sign litive Church. Buas I have be- 
1, where) [fore remarked, what more can be 
ry that 6 a hought necessary to convince us of 
grafted © oats importance, than the imposing 
rises of © Wieonsideration that it is an ordinance 
f our ay a nppointed by our blessed Saviour, to 
x0d by © ibe continued in his church to the end 
signed @ Sof the world—Go ve and baptize all 
MMations; and lo [ am with you to the 
Wend of the world. 
© Again, the difficulties which have 
een thrown in the way of obtaining 
aptism, have doubtless contributed 
argely to the neglect of this ordi- 
PMance. Children could not receive 
WPHaptism, unless their parents were in 
le of at Full communion, or unless, as has 
je to all MMbeen ‘he regulation in some places, 
of the CO™MMPhey would come forward, and own 
1d prom what has been called a half way cov- 
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were truly pious, that they were fit 
subjects for the Holy Communion, 
and disposed to attend to it ; but if 
they are not, and yet wish so well 
to their children as to desire that 
they may be brought up and educa- 
ted in the principles of the christian 
religion; and to that end present 
them for baptism, I would certainly 
encourage that disposition,and would 
not deprive children of a privilege, 
on accuunt of the unworthiness of 
the parents. 

“That God will receive to his 
mercy (as Bishop Seabury remarks) 
those infants, who through the fault 
of their parents, die in the state of 
innocence, without baptism, I firmly 
believe —tor God is not confined by 
his ordinances, though we are—He 
may do more than he has promised 
—We are bound to do: all that he 
hath commanded. Yet should we 
esteem it an unspeakable privilege, 
to be boru in a christian land, and 
(as e«pressed in the office of bap- 
tism) to be brought to the knowl- 
edge of divine grace, and faith in 
Christ—To be brought out of the 
darkness of nature, of ignorance and 
blindness, into the marvellous light 
of the Gospel. with its unspeakable , 
privileges, in which we may clearly 
see the things that are freely given 
to us of God ” 

It was this which caused the Ethi- 
opian eunuch, after he had been in- 
structed and baptized by Philip, to 
go on his way rejoicing—rejoicing 
in the discovery of the divine good- 
ness, and the infinite grace of the 
Redeemer, displayed in the Gospel, 
—the new and everlasting covenant. 

May we all realize our privileges 
and our obligations, walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith we are call- 
ed, and be to the praise of Him who 
hat!: called us out of darkuess inte 
marvellous light. 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. Having recently detected one of A » no hu 

the many emi of infidelity, as. 7 you to 

The Watchman. suming a title? arance, cal. Bae This se 


Unner this title, it is my intention 
io furnish occasionally, an article for 
the Magazine, designed chiefly to 
guard against the effects of schism, 
heresy, and infidelity, by arousing 
the Christian community to a sense 
of the evils to be apprehended from 
these several sources. I am not vain 
enough to believe, that my feeble ef- 
forts can effect much: But if I can, 
even in the slightest degree, act con- 
formably to the title which I have 
assumed, I may hope to render some 
service to the cause of revealed reli- 
cion; and with this hope [I shall be 
satisfied. With these views and mo- 
tives, therefore, { send for publica- 
100; 


NO. I. 


‘Or what man is there of you, whom if his son 
ask bread, will he give him a stone ? or if be 


“4 po? 
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent: 
Sermon on the Mount. 


Infidelity appears at the present 
day under so many disguises, and 
carries on her warfare against reveal- 
ed religion so covertly, that it proves 
uncommonly difficult cither to detect 
all her multifarious arts, or to con- 
vince the unwary of her real designs. 
When she sent her hardy veterans 
into the field, to proclaim open war 
against the Redeemer of the world 
and the revelation of divine truth, 
the disciples of Christ knew where 
to take their stand, and how to put 
to flight the legion of unbelievers, 
But now, she is attempting to eflect 
by fraud, what she could not accom- 
plish by furce. She assumes the 
outward name and garb of Chris- 
tianity, while insidiously aiming to 
sap its very foundations: And she 
affects to treat the revealed word of 
God with respect and deference, 
while covertly endeavouring to de. 
grade it to a rank below the unas. 
sisted dictates of human reason. 






culated to imp ‘upon the unsus. do hon 
pecting, | consider it my duty to [Me the Ch 
strip off his mask, and set him be. | it with 
fore the public in his true character, “js not 1 
A pamphlet has appeared in the “Wthe wri 
book-stores, dated at Boston, and en. “a put the 
titled, “* Letters from a gentlemanto “ison. 7 
his Son, on the Elements of Natural ivine | 
and Revealed Religion.” It is very cal” for 
neatly printed, and, so far as regards avhich ji 
the style, is decently written. Whe. pect, “ 
ther a father ever did actually ad. e rep 
dress such letters to a son; or wite. ysteri 
ther the title is as fictitious, as the 3 povery ; 
work itself is false and deceitful, we “@world o 
have not the means of judging, as the o him. 




















signature is prudently suppressed, | Inthe 
But in charity and piety, we would Whe writ 
fain hope, that a parent so unnatw 9 ay advar 
ral, and a child so unfortunate, do eason” 
not really exist. Be this as it may,  @eessary 1 
the writer, though aflecting to bea @however 
Christian, and apres to teach eaches \ 
the pure principles of Christianity, and prov 
labours to maintain the two funda) ‘his attril 


mental tenets of Deism, viz :—tha 7 @poses,” 
man is endowed by nature with pm these 
sufficient reason to lead him t onant to 
a right knowle <dge of God and of bis But he ar 
own duty, without the aid of divine) WBuised en 
revelation—and that Jesus Christ is agevelation 
not of divine essence, power and dig: “9RS any dc 
nity. Like other infidels, it is his 7 Which rez 
ultimate object, to lift up his heel a knowlet 
against Christ: But as this could rms. It 
not be done, without removing the Pg the or 
great bulwark of revealed truth, | . 90m and | 
efiorts are directed, in the first plac Breation, 1 
to this point. a ects and t 
The work is comprised in six le- postant e 
ters—in the first of which, for the TBolling an 
purpose of making a favourable im- @@t We ar 
pression upon the reader, the write a fa Grea 
speaks of religion in general in tht) Bghteous, 1 
most respectful terms. Without’ 0! his a 
religion (he says) you will be dete Here, 
cient in principles and motives neg US OF supe 
cessary to preserve you in a uniform ting to th 
course of eres, 3; and you will Beicion 
meet trials and be reavements, whic ae ™Pton 
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the Christian believer will turn = 
it with disgust, when he finds that it 


nd en i but the religion of nature and of rea- 
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\son. The creeds founded simply on 


divine revelation, are too “ mysti- 
cal” for his taste: But the religion 
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sect, “ natural or rational religion,” 
She represents as totally free from 


a: steries ! It is certainly a rare dis- 
overy; and one for which the 
orld ought to feel greatly indebted 


to him. 
: Inthe opening of the second letter, 


he writer is more e».plicit, and bold- 


7 ay advances the opinion, that “ our 


Wreason” is sufficient to teach all na- 
essary truth. He seems to admit, 
Showever, that whatever revelation 
Meaches with regard to “ the works 
Yand providence of the Deity, as to 










Mhis attributes, his will and his pur- 


oses,”’ may be believed, because, 
n these points, revelation is “ con- 
onant to and accords with reason.” 
But he adds—“ Those are the dis- 
MBuised enemies, or weak friends of 


‘ Bevelation, who pretend that it teach- 
es s any doctrines contrary to those 


thich reason approves, and which 
B® knowledge of God’s works con- 


Wrms. It is, in fact, from perceiv- 


g the order of nature, and the wis- 
om and design manifested through 


Rreation, the connection between ef- 


cts and their causes, and from the 
mstant evidence of a directing, con- 
olling and superintending energy, 
at we are satisfied of the existence 


. 3S 


Mef a Great First Cause, and of his 


WMehteous, moral government, as well 
of his all-supporting power.” —p. 
Here, then, every thing miracu- 
bus or supernatural—ever y ’ thing re- 
Ring to the dispensation of grace— 
ery thing connected with the re- 





$822. | The Watchman. g} 


through the incarnation and sacrifice 
of Christ—every thing, in short, 
which distinguishes the word of God 
from a treatise of natural and moral 
philosophy—is swept away at a 
blow! and every person is stignaati- 
zed asa disguised enemy or weak 
friend of revelation, who would place 
its doctrines on a firmer basis than 
the natural deductions of the rational 
faculties. And the way being thus 
cleared, the writer expatiates at con- 
siderable length, on the excellence of 
those systems of religion which have 
been founded on “the deliberate 
conclusion of all sober philosophers,” 
without the “light of revelation.’ 
He admits, that ‘ there have been 
discordant systems of theology and 
of ethics in the heathen world ;” but 
he contends, that “ the moral instruc- 
tions of the Chaldeans, the Arabi- 
ans, the Persians, and the Bramins 
of India, and of the northern nations 
in Europe, written without any 
knowledge of the Jewish revelation, 
and long before Christianity was 
published to the world, furnish many 
excellent maxims and precepts for 
the conduct of life; recommending 
only what is just < and prudent, bene- 
volent and pure ; and condemning 
all injustice and sensuality 7—.11. 
And if we can understand the force 
of his argument, he intends to place 
these systems at Feast on a level with 
that religion, which is built upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner-stone. 

After this, no prevailing doctrine 
of Christianity, can expect muck 
mercy at his hands ; and hence, we 
find his third letter opening with an 
illiberal attack upon what he calls 
“ the popular systems of religion ;” 
in which he is particularly careful te 
single out those, where the divinity 
and atonement of Christ, are held as 
fundamental points of doctrine. He 
is willing to admit, that there is 
some moral excellence, even in these 
systems ; but this he jmputes to the 
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occasional exercise of the reasoning 
faculties! He proceeds—* What 
God has written upon the minds and 
hearts of men, and what they are 
able to discover o! his will and de- 
signs, by a proper use of the reason 
he has given them—the conciusions 
at which we arrive, upon contempla- 


ting the works and providence of 


God—this is natural religion. And 
these suggestions and impressions, 
this belief aud hope, are warranted 
and confirmed by revelation.”—p. 
14. Having here, and in some sub- 
sequent remarks, fairly raised the 
god of his idolatry, human reason, 
to the rank which he originally de 
signed, he next ventures upon his 
ultimate object, the denial of the 
great docirine of the Cross. 

Che fourth letter is devoted to the 
stale artifice of attempting to fix up- 
on orthodox Christians, the charge 
of polytheism: And a great display 
is made of scripture texts to prove 
the Divine Unity. This unity, the 
Christian does not deny. A Trinity 
in Unity, is the great foundation of 
his faith. No man of common sense 
will believe, that the followers of a 
crucified Redeemer, hold to a p/u- 
rality of gods: Aud hence, this ar- 
tifice of the writer will be entirely 
lost, except upon the weak, the cre- 
dulous, and the ignorant. But it 
gives him an oppértunity to /ift up 
by attempting to degrade 
rank of 


his heel, 
the Saviour to the 
man; and this opportunity he does 
not fail to Jesus Christ, 
he Says Crod 
lighten ana reform world 
16. There is one God, whom the 
Jews acknowledged and worshipped 5 
and we orda and appornted, 
commisstoned sent, raised up 
and exalted, Jesus of Nazare:h, as 
the Messiah; by whom spiritual 
blessings were to be dispensed to 
mankind; who had confirmed the 
promises made by the prophets ; re- 
vealed the pardoning grace of God ; 
anc who blesses and saves mankind, 


a inere 


improve, 


was “sent by to en- 


the a, 


med 
and 


The Watchman. 
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by delivering 
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mask is ( 
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But, 
own deformity, the writer throws jn 


them from all unright.— 
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the fifth letter, as a sort of parenthe Wand or 


sis, and seems almost compelled to 
admit that human reason is father, 
shabby and treacherous guide in mat 
ters of relivion. He has proceeded, 
however, too far to retreat: and ga 
thering all bis reselution for a las 
and desperate biow, he gives us the 
whole sum of bis infidelity in th 
sixth and closing letter of the series 

‘ There surely is nothing contra 
rv toreason in the doctrine that God 
should appoint and commission Je 
sus of Nazareth to make known his 
will and purposes, and to instruc 
men as to their duty and destiny, 
more clearly or more perfectly thar 
reason had done. Nor do I perceive 
any thing contrary to reason, or 0 
the analogy of Providence, in ap 
pointing Christ to be the dispenset 
of blessings—the medium or 
of conveying pardon and life to met 


it is common, in Providence, 
make some beings and individual 
the instruments of good to others. 


—p. 24, 25. Alas! poor humai 
how must she blush for suet 
this! “ | wish you 
(continues this afiectionate father) t 


reason; 
a devotee as 


lay entirely out of the case, all idea 
of substi ution and satisfaction, whic 
are conveyed in some human system 

f Phe ology Y_y 25. Such, then, 
being the ultimate object of this wr 
from the beginning, 
doctrines of the 


ter, designing, 
to deny the great 
cross——the propitiatory sacrifice af 
Christ—the all-sufficient atonemet! 
he made by his sufferings and deatt 
for the sins of mankind—intending 
I say, to give some plausible colour 
ing to this denial, it is no 
that he laboured 


lation, and to represent human ret 


son as a sufficient rule and guide! | 
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hte » i] matters of religion. For all 
the “ideas of substituti@m and satistac- 
Qlst 2 jon,” cannot be? irely laid out 


Naf the casé,’ until @M ideas of the 


his "iruth of divime revelation, are ‘laid 
Sin mut of the case also. They must 
the “Mand or fall together. So long 
dt. "ms the sacred writings abound in 


era: ach expressions as the following, 
nat —“#he Christian will glory in the idea 
ded, of substitution and satisfaction not 
ge“ @s a human system of theology— 
last’ “But a system altogether divine, and 
the “gis the only sure foundation of his 
the Bopes :—“ Surely he bath borne our 


ries, iefs and carried our sorrows.”— 
ntra ~ '* He was wounded for our trangres- 
God “fons, he was bruised for our iniqui- 


1 Je @es : the chastisement of our peace 
} his as upon him ; and with his stripes 
tru’ we are healed.” “ The Lord hath 
tiny, gid on him the iniquity of us all "— 
tha For the transgression of my peo- 
ceive ple was he stricken ”~—Isaiah iii. 


ri mm 5,6, 8. “ Kven as the Son of 


\ a’ Man came not to be ministered unto, 
epset pt to minister, and to give his life a 
isett = mansom for many.”—Matt. xx 28. 
men Behold the Lamb of God. which 
ot) keth away the sin of the world !” 
duals Dolin i. 29. ‘ For there is one God, 
ers,” @nd one mediator between God and 


mai “en, the man Christ Jesus ; who 
suc Ave himself a ransom for all. to be 
vou, #estified in due time.”? 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
er) a That he should taste death 
idea fOr every man.” Heb. ii 9. 

vhict 9 Can the reader require any thing 


stem more to show the real object and de- 
the, ‘Men of this writer? Can any  stron- 
i Pr evidence be necessary to prove 
: & he is the enemy of ¢ ‘hristianity. 
( the @nd a secret emfssary of infidelity? 
of HB it not sufficiently apparent that 
ment Ris show of religion, and the many 
leat’ ~€xKcellent moral sentiments and cor- 
ling, Beet maxims which he advances. are 
lous Merely intended to impose on the 

blic, and to give currency to the 
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sheep’s clothing, bulinwardly they 
are ravening wolves. 


+ @@eu- 
From Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser. 
Consecration and Obituary Notice. 


On Thursday morning, January 
Ith. Trinity Church. in Catherine, 
between Second and Third-streets, 
in the district of Southwark, was 
consecrated to the service of Almigh- 
ty God, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Wuite, assisted by several of the 
Episcopal Clergy ot Philadelphia, 
and in the presence of a crowded 
and respectable audience. The ser- 
vices of the occasion were solemn 
and interesting, and the Sermon de- 
livered by the Rev. Samus. H. Ter- 
ner, highly appropriate and im- 
pressive. 

It must be peculiarly gratifying to 
Episcopalians, to see in this part of 
our city, a place of worship erected, 
in which the holy services of religion 
are to be celebrated, according to the 
usages of a church, venerable for 
her antiquity, and conspicuous for 
the elevated standing which she has 
so long occupied among her sister 
churches in Christendom. Present 
circumstances authorize the expec- 
tation of success in the organization 
of an Episcopal congregation in this 
district, and in the consequent po- 
motion of the interests of the Ke- 
deemer’s kingdom. 

The building is of brick 65 feet 
long and 55 feet wide. Although 
not an elegant edifice, it is perfectly 
neat, and well adapted to its inten- 
ded use. The writer is informed 
that the erection of this church is in 
no inconsiderable degree owing to 
the exertions and generosity of the 
late Rev. Mr. Turner, and he avails 
himself of the present opportunity, 
to pay to his memory that tribute 
of respect which his piety, his phi. 
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0) Letter of a Constant Reader. 


lanthropy, and his zeal in the exer- 
cise of his profession, so justly mer- 
it. 

The late Rev. Mr. Josern Tur- 
WER, was a native of Devonshire, 
in E.ngland, and born in the year 
1742. Hecame to America some 
considerable time before the Revolu- 
tionary War. Being naturally of a 
serious and contemplative turn of 
mind, and raised by the liberality of 
his uncle Philip Hulbeart, Esquire, 
above the necessity of any protes- 
sional exertions, he devoted a por- 
tion of his time to Theological stud- 
ies, and soon after the introduction 
of the Episcopate into America, ap- 
plied to Bishop White, the first 
Pennsylvania Diocesian, for admis- 
sion to Holy Orders. ‘The uniform 
correctness of his conduct, and the 
unfeigned piety of his life, rendered 
his application successful, and he 
was accordingly ordained a Deacon 
in 1791, and a Priest in the follow- 
ing year. He was called to the Rec- 
torship of St. Martin’s Church, at 
Marcus Hook, which he retained 
about 24 years. During a part of 
that time he acted as Assistant Min- 
ister in the Swedish Episcopal 
Church, under the superintendance 
of the Reverend Nicholas Collin, 
D. D. Declining health and fa- 
tigue, arising from the distance of 
his residence from his flock, obliged 
him to relinquish his charge a few 
years before his decease. He died 
onthe 26th of July, 1821, after a 
short but severe illness, which he 
sustained with exe mplary Christian 
resignation and fortitude, looking 
forward with eagerness and holy 
hope to his emancipation from the 
fetters of mortality, and his admis- 
sion to the promised joy of his Lord. 
Ile was buried in the church-yard 
of St. Paul’s, of which church he 
and his family were members, and 
in which he frequently officiated. 

That this faithful and diligent dis- 
eiple of Christ should thus “ finish 
his course with joy,” was the natu- 
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ral consequence of that simplicity 
and purity of uct which adorn- 
ed his chara 
popular appl and regulating his 
deportinent by the infldence of that 
leading christian virtue, Humility, 
he “‘ kept the noiseless tenor of his 






way,’ in the constant exercise of 


that faith and practice, which he so 
earnestly recommended to others. 
Confiding in the sacred assurances, 
that “* he who winneth souls is wise,” 
and that “they whe turn many to 
right courses shall shine as the stars 
forever,” in conformity to the exam- 
ple of his Divine Master, * he 
went about doing goud.” As a Citi- 
zen, he discharged all the relative 
duties, both public and domestic, 
with the strictest integrity and the 
tenderest attention, invariably exem- 
plitying the character given by ow 
blessed Saviour, of a pious Jew— 
* behold an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile !” 
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MESSRS. EDITORS, 


Some of my neighbours complain 
that the pieces in your Magazine are 
rather too long; and I have some- 
times thought myself, that if they 
were shortened a little, it would be 
an advantage on some accounts.— 
For you must know that we people 
inthe country, haven’t a great deal! 
of time to spend in reading and that 
we can understand and remembet 
short pieces much better than long 
ones. I like your Magazine, how- 
ever, very well as*it is, and don’t 
wish to dictate; but if you should 
happen to think as [ do, perhaps 


you will contrive to make your es- 


says shorter, that you may put in 
more of them. As I see you some- 
times print the letters that are sent 
to you, I hope you won’t refuse ‘te 
give this a place in the corner of 
ove of your pages, and oblige, 

One of your constant readers 
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1822.] 
Survey of Missionary Stations. 
(conTINgE 
Proceeding along estern coast 


of Africa from Sierra Leone, we 
meet with no Missionary Station of 
importance, (the Sherbro colony, 
and a small establishment at Cape 
Coast excepted,) till we come to 


SOUTH AFRICA, 


The Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope occupies nearly the whole 
Southern extremity of the Continent, 
and forms an important point of sup- 
port to Missionary exertions among 
the Heathen. It fell ultimately into 
the hands of the British in 1806. 

The average length of the Colony, 
from East to West, is about 550 
miles; and the breadth about 260 
miles. The whole population, with- 
in the Colony’s limits, may amount 
to about 60,000 inhabitants; of 
whom 25,000 are whites: and the 
rest, natives of Africa. 

Missionaries have occupied sta- 
tions both within and without the 
limits of the Colony, which we now 
proceed to notice in order. 


STATIONS WITHIN THE COLONY. 


Cape Town. 


he Capital of the Colony—TInhahi- 
itants, 18,173; of whom 7460 are whites, 
1905 are free blacks, 810 apprentices, 
536 Hlottentots, and 7462 slaves. 


The Sociely for propagating 
the Gospel, has appointed a clergy- 
man, for the special instruction of 
the slaves. 

The Rev. Dr. Philip has been 
appointed Superintendant of the 
Missions on this station by the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, and preach- 
esin English toa Congregation of 
A chapel is now  build- 
ing,and between 500 and 600 Slaves 
are instructed. The Wesleyan Mis- 


sionary Society, also supports a 
eClergyman here, and the members 
of that communion, amount to 25. 
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Siellenbosch. 


Twenty-six miles eastward of Cape 
Town. 


Mr Bakker, labours here under 
the London Missionary Society, 
among the Hottentots and slaves, by 
whom his ministry is well attended. 





Groenekloof. 


About 40 miles north of Cape Town. 


The Uniled Brethren have here 
three married Missionaries, Bonatz, 
Leitner, and Stein, whose report in 
1819, was as follows : 

In that year, 20 adults, and 24 
children, were baptized; 27 per- 
sons were admitted as candidates 
for baptism; 24 as candidates for 
admission to the communion, and 11 
to partake of it; 17 had died, and 
10 had removed. At the close of 
the year, the Hottentot Congregation 
consisted of 350 souls; of which. 
91 were communicants, besides 137 
baptized, not yet communicants. 


Paarl. 


About 40 miles north-east from Cape 


Town. 


Evan Evans, acts here asa Mis- 
Sionary, under the London Mis- 
sionary Society. There is a Dutch 
Church at this place, and a Chapel 
for the accommodation of the slaves. 
About 120 children are under edu- 
cation, 





Tulbagh, 


Is another station of the London 
Missionary Society, about 100 miles 
north-east from Cape Town, sup- 
plied by Mr Vos: but no late re- 
ports have been transmitted. 





Gradenthal, 


130 miles 
Town. 


east by north of Cape 
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91. Letter of a Constant Reader. 


Janthropy, and his zeal in the exer- 
cise of his profession, so justly mer- 
it. 

The late Rev. Mr. Josern Tur- 
wer, was a native of Devonshire, 
in England, and born in the year 
1742. Hecame to America some 
considerable time before the Revolu- 
tionary War. Being naturally of a 
serious and contemplative turn of 
mind, and raised by the liberality of 
his uncle Philip Hulbeart, Esquire, 
above the necessity of any profes- 
sional exertions, he devoted a por- 
tion of his time to Theological stud- 
ies, and soon after the introduction 
of the Episcopate into America, ap- 
plied to Bishop White, the first 
Pennsylvania Diocesian, for admis- 
sion to Holy Orders. ‘The uniform 
correctness of his conduct, and the 
unfeigned piety of his life, rendered 
his application successful, and he 
was accordingly ordained a Deacon 
in 179!, and a Priest in the follow- 
ing year. He was called to the Rec- 
torship of St. Martin’s Church, at 
Marcus Hook, which he retained 
about 24 years. During a part of 
that time he acted as Assistant Min- 
ister in the Swedish Episcopal 
Church, under the superintendance 
of the Reverend Nicholas Collin, 
D. D. Declining health and fa- 
ticue, arising from the distance of 
his residence from his flock, obliged 
him to relinquish his charge a few 
years before his decease. He died 
onthe 26th of July, 1821, after a 
short but severe illness, which he 
sustained with exemplary Christian 
resignation and fortitude, looking 
forward with eagerness and holy 
hope to his emancipation from the 
fetters of mortality, and his admis- 
sion to the promised joy of his Lord. 
Ile was buried in the church-yard 
of St. Paul’s, of which church he 
and his family were members, and 
in which he frequently officiated. 

That this faithful and diligent dis- 
eiple of Christ should thus “ finish 


his course with joy,” was the natu- 






Biaren, 


ral consequence of that simplicity 
and purity of gemduct which adorn- 
ed his cha 
popular applamge, and regulating his 
deportinent by the in fldence of that 
leading christian virtue, Humility, 
he “‘ kept the noiseless tenor of his 






way,” in the constant exercise of 


that faith and practice, which he so 
earnestly recommended to others. 
Confiding in the sacred assurances, 
that * he who winneth souls is wise,” 
and that “they whe turn many to 
right courses shall shine as the stars 
forever,” in conformity to the exam- 
ple of his Divine Master, * he 
went about doing good.” As a citi- 
zen, he discharged all the relative 
duties, both public and domestic, 
with the strictest integrity and the 
tenderest attention, invariably exem- 
plitying the character given by ou 
blessed Saviour, of a pious Jew— 

* behold an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile |!” 


- 8 @8«:- 


MESSRS. EDITORS, 


Some of my neighbour 's complain 
that the pieces in your Magazine are 
rather too long ; and I have some- 
times thought myself, that if they 
were shortened a little, it would be 
an advantage on some accounts.— 
For you must know that we people 
inthe country, haven’t a great dea! 
of time te spend in reading and that 
we can understand and remembet 
short pieces much better than long 
ones. I like your Magazine, how- 
ever, very well as*it is, and don’! 
wish to dictate; but if you should 
happen to think as [ do, perhap 
you will contrive to make your es- 
says shorter, that you may put in 
more of them. As I see you some- 
times print the letters that are sent 
to you, I hope you won’t refuse ‘to 
give this a place in the corner oi 
oue of your pages, and oblige, 

One of your constant readers 
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Survey of Missionary Stations. 





Proceeding along estern coast 
of Africa from Sierra Leone, we 
meet with no Missionary Station of 
importance, (the Sherbro colony, 
and a small establishment at Cape 
Coast excepted,) till we come to 


SOUTH AFRICA, 
The Colony of the Cape of Good 


Hope occupies nearly the whole 
Southern extremity of the Continent, 
and forms an important point of sup- 
port to Missionary exertions among 
the Heathen. It fell ultimately into 
the hands of the British in 1806. 

The average length of the Colony, 
from East to West, is about 550 
miles; and the breadth about 260 
miles. The whole population, with- 
in the Colony’s limits, may amount 
to about 60,000 inhabitants; of 
whoin 25,000 are whites: and the 
rest, natives of Africa, 

Missionaries have occupied sta- 
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tions both within and without the 
limits of the Colony, which we now 
proceed to notice in order. 


STATIONS WITHIN THE COLONY, 


—_—-—— 


Cape Town. 


he Capital of the Colony—Inhahi- 
itants, 18,173; of whom 7460 are w hites, 
1905 are free blacks, 810 apprentices, 
536 Hottentots, and 7462 alaves. 


5 The Sociely for propagating 

§ the Gospel, has appointed a clergy- 
man, for the special instruction of 
the slaves. 

The Rev. Dr. Philip has been 
appointed Superintendant of the 
Missions on this station by the Lon- 
lon Missionary Society, and preach- 
sin English toa Congregation of 
ear 200. A chapel is now build- 
ng,and between 500 aad 600 Slaves 
ire instructed. The Wesleyan Mis- 
onary Sociely, also supports a 
Nereyman here, and the members 
t that communion, amount to 25. 


Survey of Missionary Stations. 95 


Siellenbosch. 


Twenty-six miles eastward of Cape 
Town. 


Mr Bakker, labours here under 
the London Missionary Society, 
among the Hottentots and slaves, by 
whom his ministry is well attended. 





Groenekloof. 


bout 46 miles north of Cape Town. 


The United Brethren have here 
three married Missionaries, Bonatz, 
Leitner, and Stein, whose report in 
1819, was as follows : 

In that year, 20 adults, and 24 
children, were baptized; 27 per- 
sons were admitted as candidates 
for baptism; 24 as candidates for 
admission to the communion, and 11 
to partake of it; 17 had died, and 
10 had removed. At the close of 
the year, the Hottentot Congregation 
consisted of 350 souls; of which. 
91 were communicants, besides 137 
baptized, not yet communicants. 


Paarl. 


About 40 miles north-east fromm Cape 
Town. 


Evan Evans, acts here asa Mis- 
sionary, under the London Mis- 
sionary Society. There is a Dutch 
Church at this place, and a Chapel 
for the accommodation of the slaves. 
About 120 children are under edu- 
Cation. 


-_—— 


Tulbagh, 


Is another station of the London 
Missionary Society, about 100 miles 
north-east from Cape Town, sup- 
plied by Mr Vos: but no late re- 
ports have been transmitted. 





Gradenthal. 


139 miles east by north of Cape 
Town. 





7, 


+ en gn 


al : Vr ee he ae 
a ome 
—_ 





96 Survey of Missionary Stations. Manca, 


This station is supplied by 7 mar- 
ried Missionaries of the United 
Brethren, Beinbrech, Clemens Frit 
sch, Hallb ck, Lemmertz, Marsveld, 
and Thomien. The number of in- 
habitants at this station, is about 
1400, of whom near 400 are com- 
municants 

It is but justice tothe United Breth- 
ren, to say hat they make the best 
Missionaries in the world; for to a 
persevering temperate zeal that nev- 
er tires, they join habits of personal 
industry, which enables them to sub- 
sist at a very small expense to their 
employers. Th expense of their 
establishment at Gnandenthal, a- 
mounting to £600 per annum, is de- 
frayed by the missionaries them- 
selves, with a deficiency of only 
about £19. They have completely 
won the affections of the Hottentots, 
have prevailed on them to shake off 
their habits of sloth, and are rapidly 
bringing them to a state of civiliza- 
tion. 





Caledon. 


About 120 miles east-by-southof Cape 
Town. 


The inhabitants o7 this settlement 
amount to about 1100, and are under 
the care of the London M ssionary 
Society. The mission is at present 
vacant. There is a spacious hall 
connected with the Mission-House, 
in which the congregation assemble 
for worship. Communicants, about 
seventy, 


Pacallsdorp. 





Near the town of George, and 300 
mues east of Cape Town. 


Mr. Messer labours here under 
the London Missionary Society, with 
great success; schools have been 
opened, a number baptized, and 47 
added to the communion. 





Bethelsdorp. 


500 miles east of Cape Town—near 
Algoa Bay. 
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Messrs. Barker, Hooper, and 
Smit with JanaGieeyman, a native, 
labour here, he Leadon So- 
ciety. Th u s 
been very great: mang the Hot. 
tentots, and instructiig them in the 
principles of Christianity. The 
communicants amount to 200. 











Theopolis. 
60 miles north-east of Bethelsdorp. 


Mr. Ullbricht under the direction 
of the London Society, has the su- 
perintendance of this settlement, 
which contains upwards of 50v in- 
habitants. The communicants of 
his church, amount to 106, and his 
scholars to 240. 





Enon. 


m Is the name ofa setikement formed on 
en ed u imap . P. Ales 
gs River, and lying north of Algoa 

Three missionaries, Schmit, Hof- 
man, and Hornig, are established 
here, under the direction of the Uni- 
ted Brethren. The Congregation is 
small. the settlement having suffered 
severely by the irruptions of the Caf- 
fres, a warlike race of natives resi- 
ding in their neighbourhood. 





Salem. 


A settlement of new Colonists, about 
100 miles from Algoa Bay. 


This station is occupied by Mr. 
Shaw, under the Wesleyan Mission- 
ary Society, and is the northern- 
most on the eastern coast of Africa. 

In addition to the stations we have 
now enumerated, there are a num- 
ber lying beyond the boundaries o 
the Colony, of which we can do lit- 
tle more than give the names. 

Griqgua Town, New Lattakoo 
Malapeetze, Bethesda, Steinkopff, 
Bethany, and Jerusalem,are Londo 
Missionary Stations, of greater of 
less importance, lying to the north 
ward of the Cape Colony ;° as alse 
are Lele Fontien, and Rede Fontien 
under the care of the Wesleyan Mis 


sionary Sociely. 
; Te be continued. 
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